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FACTS ARE FIRST
By

REGINALD R. STUART

Thirty years ago, Raoul de Premorel, my caretaker at the John Brown Ranch
above Saratoga, California, prepared for me the story of his life. His family
had mortgaged the ancestral home, Memzont, in the Ardennes, northern
France, to aid in De Lesseps' futile attempt to build the Panama Callill. As a
young man in the middle 189o's, de Premorel's maternal uncle of Antwerp
had sent Raoul to the upper Congo to build and operate rubber factories, or
trading posts.
The following excerpts from de Premorel's unpublished reminiscences
may point up problems which affect both the present-day Congo and many
other undeveloped countries, as well. While this is not, primarily, California
history, it does emphasize the importance of knowing the facts before passing
judgment on the acts.
\Vithin our own State of California, as well as in many other areas of
America, strange and horrible things are happening in our congested cities:
race riots, juvenile delinquency, de facto segregation. The historian must look
beneath the surface- unearth facts and honestly record his findings.
It does seem that what the world needs today is not more diplomatic
intrigue, but just plain brotherly love and understanding. Let us face the
facts. It is useless to blame the Communists. Even if they were the cause, our
protestations aggravate rather than diminish their activities. This does not
mean that they do not take advantage of situations, but it ignores our own
contributing part in this debacle. Many things have happened and still are
happening to minority races in America and California which are an indelible
blot upon our history. Only the correction of past wrongs will right these
injustices, and the first step is the acquisition of the facts. This is as true in
America as it is in the Congo.
The Reminiscences:
"It was in the morning, too, that each capita reported on the deportment
of his men. At first, I very foolishly took upon myself the responsibility of
meting out punishment to those whose conduct during the previous day
seemed to ·w arrant such treatment. Soon I found that this was too exhausting
for me ... I found it desirable to assign the execution of sentences to others
under my direction ...
"The legal punishment may seem severe to one living in civilized sections
of the world ... one of the first principles of self preservation demanded
absolute absence of fear and an assurance of mastery at all times.
"vVhile the natives were nominally employees, they were, in reality, paid
slaves protected by the laws of the country. Disobedience, insubordination,
or dishonesty had to be dealt with promptly and vigorously. Usual punish( Continued on page 127)
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RoBERT FIELD STOCKTON

Portrait by Thomas Sully, 1783-1872
Courtesy of the Pioneer Museum a:nd H aggin Galleries

ROBERT F. STOCKTON
AND THE AMERICAN CHARACTER
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 19TH CENTURY
PART III
SLAVERY, AND THE FouNDING oF LIBERIA

By GLENN w. PRICE ~'
On the seventh of March, r8so, Daniel Webster rose in the United States
Senate: "Mr. President, I wish to speak today, not as a Massachusetts man,
not as a Northern man, but as an American .... I speak today for the preservation of the Union. 'Hear me for my cause'." For three hours he argued with
all of his very considerable forensic powers for a compromise settlement of
the dangerous sectional controversy which had arisen from the acquisition of
Mexican territory as a result of the war against that country, the war in which
Commodore Robert F. Stockton had played a leading part in California. 1
Men of prescience had stated their forebodings when the war began: John
C. Calhoun had opposed the war not only, as he said, because he thought the
basis upon which the Congress sanctioned the war was untrue, but because he
"believed it would lead to many and serious evils to the country." A man of
far different political and philosophical principles, Ralph Waldo Emerson,
said simply: "The United States will conquer Mexico, but it will be as the
man swallows the arsenic, which brings him down in turn." Now, in r85o,
California, the acquisition of which had been Polk's primary motivation for
the war, was asking for admittance as a state in the Union. Suddenly populated as a consequence of the discovery of gold, the people there had drawn
up a constitution prohibiting slavery - and in so doing had brought the controversy over slavery to a concrete, unequivocal issue in the Congress of the
United States. 2
Webster reviewed the history of the slavery controversy, pointing out that
the South had once been more critical of the institution than the North; but
political and moral ideas had altered as interests altered, until the South, with
its cotton culture, had come to justify slavery as a positive good and to
demand its extension. He asserted that all the land taken from Mexico was
free by the decrees of nature, that slavery could never exist in those arid and
semi-arid regions, and he urged that the pride of Southerners not be wounded
by provisions which would needlessly "reenact the will of God."
The speech was influential but there was strong opposition to some of the
measures which constituted the compromise, particularly in New England
*Glenn W. Price is Assistant Professor of History, University of the Pacific, and
Associate Editor, PACIFIC HisTORIAN.
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to the proposed strengthening of the fugitive slave la\v. From March on
through the summer \Vebster and Henry Clay and Stephen A. Douglas
fought the battle for the compromise which was to be successful after the
death of President Zachary Taylor and the accession of Millard Fillmore,
who supported the measures. In the effort to build support, Webster sent
copies of his speech to influential men. On March 2 211d he sent a copy to
Stockton, referring to him as "an old friend," and noting that the problem
was "connected with the question of proper governments for those new
territories which you had an important agency in bringing under the power
of the United States." He asked for Stockton's opinion on the "general sentiments of the speech," commenting that since Stockton was "out of the strife
of politics," his judgment would not be biased by political considerations.
That last was political eye-wash, of course; Stockton had been thoroughly
involved in New Jersey and national politics for years and just a year later he
was to be elected United States Senator. 3
Stockton's lengthy response was published, as \Vebster no doubt expected
and approved, in theN ew York Herald of April I 2 th. Stockton gave his support to Webster's position and to the Compromise, although without close or
specific reference. He proposed three measures to, in his phrase, "dissolve"
the Gordian knot: (I) A declarative act that the Constitution gave no power
to the General Government to act on the subject of domestic slavery, in the
States, the Territories, or the District of Columbia; ( 2) An efficient act to
enforce the provisions of the Constitution in relation to fugitive slaves; ( 3)
The admission of California without approval or disapproval of that part of
her Constitution which related to slavery.
He asserted that slavery could not be considered a sin nor an unmitigated
evil, and he brought scriptural evidence to bear in support of his position;
thus the men of theN orth should not feel under moral obligation to eradicate
it. The burden of his argument, however, gave no support to the system; he
made a point of emphasizing that "African slavery was introduced into this
country by no act of ours. For its introduction the American people are in
no just sense responsible." Great Britain had done it, "while we were her
colonies. She engrafted this system into our communities at a time when these
communities (then in their infancy) were unable to make any effectual
resistance." He asserted that "our ancestors" protested and remonstrated, all
to no avail; it was considered an evil, an oppression to them as well as to the
slave, but they were powerless to resist.
Stockton then proceeded to shift the responsibility from Great Britain to
God. The establishment of the American Republic was the work of "an
unseen Power" in which the hand of Providence was to be seen. That Providence brought us into contact with the Indians, the race then in possession of
the continent, a race which had been "faithless to its trust"; the red men had
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suffered wrongs but "the decree by which his race wastes away before the
advancing footsteps of civilization is the fiat of Infinite Wisdom." Then, the
"same all-pervading Providence has brought us in contact with still another
race-the African." The ultimate purpose of this contact was surely, he
reasoned, to regenerate Africa. The "probation" of the African people now
in bondage on our shores is to come to an end," and that end should come
when the freed Africans could be returned to their African home.
"Africa is a land to which civilization must be brought," Stockton asserted;
the inhabitants had demonstrated that they could not, unaided create a civilized society. White men could not live in Africa, bur the work of civilization
had to be done and that work was clearly the duty of the "descendants of the
sons of that continent now in America." This was their duty, but Stockton
complained that the free African "clings to this country still, under all his
disabilities, regardless of the claims of the land of his fathers upon him."
How, then, was the Negro to be persuaded? "May not slavery and the necessity of migration as the condition of his release be the appointed instrument
to produce compliance?" He compared the Negroes to the Israelites of old
who, but for Divine intervention, would have "sacrificed their liberators in
the wilderness and returned into Egypt."
Stockton concluded with the statement:
I firmly believe that the hour for the complete enfranchisement of the Southern
Slave will be the hour of the complete preparation for the work of African redemption
and civilization; and that hour will make itself known in the removal of all obstacles
here and there, in the preparation of the workmen and the work; and I earnestly hope
that guided by happier influences than seem now to pervade the country, the pulpit,
the press, the people of the North and the South may give their thoughts and efforts to
this subject in the spirit of Him whose mission on our earth was heralded by the proclamation of peace and good-will. 4

This was Stockton's proposed solution to the slavery controversy in I 8 so,
bur he did not devise it at that time in response to the crisis of that year.
He had long been active in the American Colonization Society. Thirty years
earlier he had been engaged at once in the effort to suppress the slave trade off
the coast of Africa and to return freed slaves from the United States to
Africa. He had, in fact, selected the site on the \vest coast of Africa for a
"colony" of American Negroes and thus "founded" the Republic of Liberia.
In I 8 I 9 Congress had passed a law cumbrously entitled "An Act in Addition to the Acts Prohibiting the Slave Trade." It gave the government the
authority to dispatch a naval squadron to the African coast to resettle
Africans rescued from slaving ships. The President was empowered to "make
such regulations and arrangements, as he may deem expedient, for the safeguarding, support, and removal" of these victims, and $ wo,ooo was appropriated for the purpose. 5
More was involved than appeared on the surface; the men most influential
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in the passage of the law were not as concerned about providing a place of
deposit for Africans rescued from slaving ships, although that was a matter of
concern, as for the creation of a colony in Africa to which free Negroes in
the United States could be sent. Three years earlier, Reverend Robert Finley,
minister of a Presbyterian church and master of an academy near Princeton,
New Jersey, in which Stockton had been a student, had organized, in Washington, the "American Society for Colonizing the Free People of Color in the
United States." Bushrod Washington, nephew of the first president and associate justice of the Supreme Court, was elected president of the society and
the vice-presidents were such influential national leaders as Henry Clay,
John Taylor of Caroline, Andrew Jackson, and Richard Rush.
The purposes of the organization were explained by Henry Clay in an
address to that first meeting. The free Negroes were in an anomalous condition in American society; they were subject to the incapacities of slaves but
they did not have the "immunities" of freemen. There could be "no nobler
cause than that which, whilst it proposed to rid our country of a useless and
pernicious, if not dangerous portion of its population, contemplates the
spreading of the arts of civilized life, and the possible redemption from ignorance and barbarism of a benighted quarter of the globe." 6
The Society engaged in educational and organizational work from New
England to Georgia and several state societies were formed. Efforts were
made to raise money to support the expenses of transportation and supply
and management of the colony until it could become self-supporting, but the
leaders of the movement soon concluded that the program would require
governmental assistance, at least in the initial stages. They memorialized
Congress, urging the government to undertake the work, and the I 8 I 9 law,
entitled with such careful indirection, was the result.
The officers of the society tried to persuade President Monroe to work
directly for their purpose by purchasing land in Africa for free Negroes
under the authorization of the Act, and Monroe was initially receptive to the
plan; but John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State, persuaded the President
and the cabinet that there was no statutory authority for such action. Monroe
was obliged to act more discreetly. He sent a special message to Congress on
December I 7, I 8 I 9, in which he noted that the commanders of United States
vessels were under orders to bring into port all ships of the United States
having on board "any negro, mulatto, or person of color in violation of
former acts for the suppression of the slave trade." Since the law required the
President to remove all such Negroes to Africa, he informed the Congress
that he was appointing two agents to establish a station on the vVest Coast of
Africa and supplying them with equipment for that purpose. 7
The message made no reference to colonization of American Negroes, but
it was in fact a colonization venture, although it would also serve as a deposi-
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tory for Africans rescued from slavers on the high seas. The President
appointed as government agents two leaders of the Society, and the Secretary
of the Navy, Smith Thompson, ordered a sloop of war, the Cyane, to accompany the merchant ship of the Society to Africa. The agents hired free Negro
"workers," who were in reality families of colonists, to build the station;
eighty-six sailed on this first voyage, of whom many were women and
children. 8
This first effort was a failure. The ships sailed, in r 820, to Sherbro Island,
on the southeasterly boundary of the British Sierra Leone, and located there
on most unsuitable marshy ground. Within a few months many, including
the leaders, had sickened and died and the colony was reduced to a remnant.
On receipt of the disastrous news the managers in America determined to
persevere and selected Dr. Eli Ayres as the principal agent for another effort.
Ayres was commissioned a surgeon in the Navy and Stockton entered the
project at this time; the Society persuaded the government to send this naval
officer to select and purchase (with Society funds), an appropriate site for
the colony.
Stockton was given command of the U. S. Schooner Alligator and with
Ayres proceeded to search for a better location. On the coast southeast of
Sierra Leone they found Cape Mesurado, site of the present city of Monrovia.
They negotiated with the leader of the Bassa group, "King" Peter, who at first
agreed to cede the region, but then changed his mind and withdrew into the
interior.
Stockton determined to force the matter. He said subsequently in a report
to the Society that "procrastination and perfidy had already done too much
mischief .... I received the best information that my own examination of the
coast could give; I believed that there was no spot more eligible than this of
Messurada [sic .]; and advised immediate contract, payment, and possession. " 9
The account of the transaction given by Samuel F. Bayard, Stockton's
biographer, neighbor and business associate in Princeton, gives Stockton's
version of the manner in which he purchased the land which was to become
the independent nation of Liberia.
[Stockton and Ayres] struck boldly into the wilderness, and, after a tedious and
fatiguing march, came to the village ·where, from the numbers collected, they believed
that Peter could be found . [The Negroes] gazed on the strangers with evident indications of surprise, as if astonished at their presumption and temerity .
. . . ["King" Peter seemed] much disturbed, and was evidently in an ill humour. At
last, unable to contain himself longer, he demanded, in an angry tone, the business of
the strangers, and how they dared to penetrate thus far into his dominions, where white
men had never before been seen. Stockton was now convinced that Peter had been
incensed against him by some enemy, and seeing [a certain] mulatto in the crowd .. .
was satisfied that he was the calumniator. Through the mulatto, Peter must have ascertained all about the object of his visit. He therefore determined boldly to avow his real
character and design, and convince Peter that he had not deceived him. Peter, he sup-
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posed, had been told by the mulatto that Stockton was an officer of the United States,
and he naturally concluded that, in purchasing land in Africa, the United States
intended to establish a colonial station similar to that in Sierra Leone, and that the
cession of land was not sought for the humane purposes represented by Stockton, but
for those of national aggrandizement.
In a calm but decided manner he admitted that he was a naval officer, but insisted
that, notwithstanding the suspicions which this fact might excite, his real objects were
such as he originally represented. He was proceeding to explain the advantages which
the natives would gain by such a settlement ... when the mulatto suddenly rushed up,
and, clenching his fist before him, denounced him as an enemy of the slave-trade, and
as having already captured several slave-traders. At this instant the whole multitude of
armed negroes rose, and with an awful yell clanged their instruments of war together,
and seemed prepared, with any encouragement from their chiefs, to rush upon Stockton
and his party and cut them to pieces. It appeared to Dr. Ayres that the hour for martyrdom had arrived .... But . . . Stockton, appreciating the danger which encompassed
them, decided on the action necessary to avert the impending catastrophe. With that
clear, ringing and overpowering tone of voice ... he commanded silence .... Deliberately drawing a pistol from his breast and cocking it, he gave it to Dr. Ayres, saying,
while he pointed to the mulatto, "Shoot that villain if he opens his lips again!" Then,
with the same deliberation, drawing another pistol and levelling it at the head of King
Peter, and directing him to sit silent until he heard what was to be said, he proceeded
to say, in the most solemn manner, appealing with uplifted hand to God in heaven to
witness the truth of what he said, that in all the previous conferences with King Peter
and the other chiefs he had told them nothing but the truth; that they came there as
their benefactors, and not as their enemies, to do them good not evil ... that, well knowing, from the dispositions manifested, that if they did not agree to execute the treaty
that they intended to kill him and his party, he had determined that King Peter himself
should be the first victim, and that unless he agreed to execute the treaty on the following day his fate was fixed; and, moreover, if he again agreed to ratify the treaty and
failed to perform his duty, he might expect the worst punishment which an angry God
could inflict on him and his people,lO

Following this confrontation, a contract was drawn and signed, although
it is doubtful that Peter and his associates understood the full implications of
the transaction; they were later to attempt to destroy the settlement.
The land cost the Society goods in the amount of about $3oo; the contract
did not refer to the Society, but only to Stockton and Ayres and "certain
citizens of the United States." The agreement reads as follows:
KNOW ALL MEN, that this contract, made on the fifteenth day of December, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, between King Peter,
King George, King Zoda and King Long Peter, their Princes, and Head-men, of the
one part: and Captain Robert F Stockton and Eli Ayres, of the other part; WITNESSETH, That whereas certain citizens of the United States of America are desirous to
establish themselves on the vVestern Coast of Africa, and have invested Captain Robert
F Stockton and Eli Ayres with full powers to treat with and purchase from the said
Kings, Princes and Head-men, certain lands, viz: Dozoa Island, and also all that portion
of land bounded north and west by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the south and east by a
line drawn in a south-east direction from the north of Mesurado river, WE, the said
Kings, Princes, and Head-men, being fully convinced of the Pacific and just views of
the said citizens of America, and being desirous to reciprocate the friendship and affec-
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tion expressed to us and our people, DO HEREBY, in consideration of so much paid in
hand, viz: Six muskets, one box Beads, two hogsheads Tobacco, one cask Gun-powder,
six bars Iron, ten iron Pots, one dozen Knives and Forks, one dozen Spoons, six pieces
blue Baft, four Hats, three Coats, three pair Shoes, one box Pipes, one keg Nails, twenty
Looking-glasses, three pieces Handkerchiefs, three pieces Calico, three Canes, four
Umbrellas, one box Soap, one barrel Rum; and to be paid, the following: three casks
Tobacco, one box Pipes, Three barrels Rum, Tvvelve pieces Cloth, six bars Iron, one
box Beads, fifty Knives, twelve Guns, three barrels Gunpowder, one dozen Plates, one
dozen Knives and Forks, twenty Hats, five casks Beef, five barrels Pork, ten barrels
Biscuit, twelve Decanters, twelve glass Tumblers, and fifty Shoes. FOR EVER CEDE
AND RELINQUISH the above described Lands, with all thereto appertaining or
belonging, or reputed so to belong, to Captain Robert F Stockton and Eli Ayres,
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises for the use of the said Citizens of
America. And WE, the said Kings and Princes, and Head-men, do further pledge ourselves that we are the lawful owners of the above described Land, without manner of
conditions, limitations, or other matter.
The contracting Parties pledge themselves to live in peace and friendship for ever;
and do further agree to build for the use of the said Citizens of America, six large
houses, on any place selected by them within the above described tract of ceded land.
IN WITNESS whereof, the said Princes, Kings and Head-men of the one part; and
Captain Robert Stockton and Eli Ayres of the other part; do set their hands to this
[Signed] King Peter X his mark
covenant, on the day and year above written.
King George X his mark
King Zoda X his mark
King Long Peter X his mark
King Governor X his mark
Witness [Signed]
King Jimmy X his mark
JohnS. Mill
Captain Robert F Stockton
John Craig
Eli Ayres, M.D.
11

The Society thus had a base in Africa on which to plant a colony of
Negroes from the United States. Dr. Ayres wrote to the Secretary of the
Navy giving credit to Stockton for the acquisition and adding that "Lieut.
Stockton was so good as to detach H. D. Hunter and four men" from his
ship to aid in setting up the establishment. Stockton's orders to Sailing Master
Hunter dated December r6th, r82 r, asked him to take charge of the U.S.
Schooner Augusta, a tender to the squadron, to remain at anchor there at
Cape Mesurado, and to "comply with all reasonable requisitions made by
Eli Ayres Esq.," and not to depart without his request. 12
Stockton wrote on the same date to the "Board of Managers of the American Society for Colonizing the Free People of Colour of the United States,"
enclosing copies of the agreement for the land. He referrd to the purposes of
the Society and the related purposes of the government in the suppression of
the slave trade; and in the process revealed the curious relationship of this
private society to the government:
As the Government is not at all concerned in your plans of colonization, it would not
be a proper subject of communication from me to the Honourable Secretary of the
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Navy; but believing that the Slave trade, (in the destruction of which the Nation as
well as the Government are so sincerely and zealously engaged) has received, by the
purchase you have made of Messurada, [sic.] a fatal blow; under which it may indeed
linger some time, but must eventually expire; and being persuaded of his philanthropy,
and benevolence, and that it will give him personally much pleasure to hear of your
success, allow me to ask you to present to him, the papers accompanying this letter.

Stockton added in a long postscript that the first act of the colony at
Mesurado had been "to declare that the Slave trade was contrary to the law
of nature," and that "all persons, native born or foreigners, so engaged .. . if
prosecuted and convicted in our high court of Admiralty should be capitally
condemned and punished."
He concluded his report to the Managers of the Society with the assertion,
now is the moment. Let Christians, and all the friends of Humanity, join heart and
hand, and purse; let experience, and wise counsellors, direct; youth, energy, and integrity execute; all difficulties must vanish; and my sagacity on it, that the Colony, founded
by North American humanity and liberality, will not be second to any, in its conn·ibutions, to the happiness of man, and the glory of our God.13

There is considerable evidence that Stockton made a lasting impression on
the inhabitants of the region. About nine months later Ayres reported to the
managers of the Society that King Peter had attempted to cancel the agreement; Peter told him that when "Captain Stockton and myself were there
before" he had said they were willing to sell the land, but the land did not
belong to his tribe alone, but to "all the kings," and he would call them and
hear what they would say. Ayres told him that the sale could not be cancelled
and the gifts returned, as King Peter desired.
As to taking the things back, I told them I could not do that; capt. Stockton had purchased and part paid for the land, and had left me there in charge of it, and to build a
house to receive goods against he returned, which, I expected, would be very soon . . ..
King Peter took a private opportunity of begging of me to take the things back to the
Island, and wait there until capt. Stockton should arrive ....

Ayres noted that the natives had about 8o muskets and zoo men, while he
had but two muskets and two swords, and it might appear to have been rashness to oppose them: "but they had shown such great dread at the name of
captain Stockton and of our shipping, that I was well convinced they would
not be the first to attack." 14 The defensive post erected by the colonists was
named Fort Stockton, and Stockton Creek still flows by Monrovia.
Stockton's direct relationship to, and activity in the colony was limited to
the year of its founding, but as an influential citizen of New Jersey and later
as a political figure in the state and in the U. S. Senate, he continued to support the Society and colonization as the solution to the slavery problem in
the United States. In r824, when Dr. Ayres and an associate in the Society
traveled through the middle Atlantic states in an attempt to increase support
for the Society, Stockton presided over a meeting held in the Presbyterian
Church in Princeton, at which a branch organization, the New Jersey Col-
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onization Society, was formed to help support the work begun at Mesurado.
The colonization approach drew support from two quite different groups
in the United States, representing discordant views on the institution of
Negro slavery. One group supported colonization as a means of exporting
free Negroes, emancipated slaves; such free persons of color were dangerous
in the slave society, they felt, for they infected the slaves with discontent and
were potential, if not actual, leaders of slave revolts. They were also, from
the point of view of the apologists for slavery, an anomaly in the society and
damaging to their logic, for Southern defenders of slavery were increasingly
asserting that slavery was the natural condition of the Negro.
The other group, and this included most of the leadership of the African
Colonization movement and most of the supporters inN ew England and the
Middle Atlantic States and many in Maryland and Virginia, supported colonization as a means of gradually eliminating slavery in the United States.
Stockton took this position, and at the I 824 meeting in Princeton he stated
flatly that the "first and great object" of the work \vas "a gradual abolition
of Slavery." 15
One other motivation for the supporters of the Colonization Society
gained strength in the years after I 82 5 when the colony became securely
established and began to expand. An energetic and ambitious young man
from Vermont, a graduate of Middlebury College, Jehudi Ashmun, was
appointed agent for the Society and also for the government. He began to
buy, lease and annex property along I so miles of the African coast; he set up
trading factories and as the colony grew in power and prestige it came to
dominate the African peoples in the region. Then there began to be talk in
the United States of the settlement as the beginning of an American empire
in Africa. The Virginia Colonization Society was especially enthusiastic; it
asserted that "the great problem of a new empire is about to be solved," and
one of the members in Virginia stated that "the germ of an America-African
empire has been planted" and would "flourish and expand until it overshadows a continent." Others spoke of reversing the tide of empire; it would
now move eastward and Americans would build an "empire more enlightened" than any in the past. 16
Stockton took up the vision without reservation. At a meeting of the
Society in New York City he gave an address in which he advised Americans
that their destiny called them to this noble work: "National responsibility,"
he said, "behooves every patriot to look and see, if possible, how he can best
fulfill the trust reposed in him." American shipping would link the continents
as roads and canals linked the cities and rivers and bays within a continent.
"You are invited to reclaim Western Africa," he said, and "open the resources
of that immense continent to the enterprise of the civilized world." 17
It was an intriguing idea, that of American empire-building in Africa by
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means of Africans who had become sufficiently Americanized to act as the
aggressive agents of the American nation-state abroad, inadequate though
they were for the rights and opportunities of American citizenship at home.
It seemed nothing short of providential that the United States had persons
of this derivation and condition to serve in such capacity. They were, it was
noted, perfectly fitted to live in the African climate- as representatives of
European nations (competing empires) were not. They would make American dreams of foreign empire legitimate, for they were Americans, although
Americans with a difference, and they would be inhabiting the land they
conquered-conquered with the supporting power of the American nation
which was deporting them from its soil at home. And there was a kind of
poetic justice involved in their proposed empire-building in the "British
sphere of influence," for their ancestors had been forcibly taken from their
homeland by the British, as the rhetoric ran, against their wishes and those of
the Americans.
Thus the rationale, thus the dream, but it was not to be. There was no lack
of expansive, aggressive drive in the nation, but it was not to find its outlet in
Africa. The potential empire-builders did not prove willing agents of American empire; indeed, they persistently resisted the attempt to "Africanize"
them; they never caught the vision of themselves Americanizing the African
continent. We have seen that a generation later Stockton was still supporting
the effort to deport Negroes to Africa, but by rSso only some six or seven
thousand American Negroes had removed to Liberia- and the attrition was
such that the population of Liberia was only about three thousand. 18 It was
clear that colonization was not to be the solution to the conflict in the United
States resulting from the combined forces of property rights and racist feeling. Not voluntary colonization, in any event, and so Stockton proposed that
"migration as the condition of his release" from slavery should be "the instrument to produce compliance."
This was not to be the shape of the future. In this nation of immigrants, the
immigrants from Africa were no more to "return" to their ancestral home
than were the immigrants from Europe. The elimination of chattel slavery
was to be a consequence of the Civil vVar, a century ago. The struggle for
full citizenship is now being fought.
NOTES
An excellent analysis of vVebster's position and contribution to the solution of
the controversy is in Allan Nevins, Ordeal of the Union, Volume I, "Fruits of Manifest Destiny," (New York, 1947), pp. 286-298.
2 . Richard K. Cralle, editor, The lVorks of John C. Calhoun, IV (New York,
1888), pp. 396-7. Ralph Waldo Emerson, Journals, VII (Cambridge, 1914), p. 206.
3· Webster was indeed an old friend of Stockton. He had been a political associate
and close friend of Robert's father, and had often visited at the Stockton home in
Princeton. Upon Webster's death, Stockton, at the time aU. S. Senator himself, deliv1.
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ered a eulogy in w hich he said that he "had known and loved Daniel vVebster for thirty
years." Samuel F. Bayard, Sketch of the Life of Commodore Robe1·t F Stockton (New
York, 1856) , appendixE,pp. 125-6.
4· Stockton's letter was dated March 25th, at Princeton. It is reprinted in Bayard,
Life of Stockton, Appendix E , pp. 69-79.
5. P. J. Staudenraus, The African Colonization Movement: 1816-1865 (New York,
I96I), pp. 50-r.
6. Ibid., pp. 23 ff. Clay made much of the point that colonization was for Negroes
already free, not for those in slavery.
7· James D. Richardson, editor, Messages and Papers of the Presidents (n.p., 1897),
Vol. II, PP· 63-5 .
8. Staudenraus, Colonization, pp. 56-8. The permanent settlement of the colony
was appropriately named Monrovia in honor of the President w ho had stretched his
authority to accomplish the task.
9· Stockton letter to the Board of the Society, from the U.S. Schooner Alligator,
Cape Messurada, [sic.] vVest Coast of Africa, D ecember I6, I8 2I , in American Colonization Society Records, I8 I 9- I 82 I file, Manuscripts Division, Library of Congress.
IO. Bayard, Life of Sto ckton, pp. 43-6.
I r. From the Fifth Annual Report of the American Colonization Society, as reprinted in R. Earle Anderson, LibeTia: America's African Friend (Chapel Hill, I952),
PP· 67-8.
I2. Letter of Ayres to Hon. Smith Thompson, Sec. of the Navy, Jan. I5, I823, in
African Squadron Letters, I8I9-23, Navy Department Archives, National Archives.
A copy of Stockton's letter to Hunter is in the same file.
I 3. Stockton letter cited above, number 9·
I4- Ayres' letter in a printed pamphlet, I6 pages, entitled "To the Public : Address
of the Board of Managers of the American Colonization Society," dated August 29,
I 822, of which Ayres' report constitutes I4 pages, in the African Squadron Letters file,
I8I9-2 3, Navy Department Archives, N .A.
I5. Staudenraus, Colonization, pp. 85-6. The Princeton meeting was held on Jul y
I4, I824.
I6. lb id.,p . I57·
I7. lbid.,p. 157·

(Continued from page 11 5)
ment consisted in having the culprit lie face dowmvard on the ground. He
was then lashed with tvvisted rawhide about an inch wide made from hippo
skin. Under the law, n.venty-five lashes was the maximum sentence and
punishment had to stop sooner if blood was drawn. Of course, the amount of
punishment would vary with the severity of the offense. Refusal to work,
doing work improperly, or failure to complete an assigned task were all
reasons for meting out punishment.
"The salary offered may seem ridiculous to money-minded w hite men,
but it was set by law and our contracts were signed by the District Judge ...
The men were paid two table spoons full of salt a week for their labor - this
salary (salt money) being more than sufficient to buy a man's food for a week.
"It was on a visit to my old factorie that an incident occurred w hich comes
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back and troubles me more as the years roll on ... On that June night some
half dozen of us were seated about the dinner table, chatting over our cups of
tea. I had been telling of an episode on the Lulua where one of my men had so
gotten under the influence of a Boangaman that he was absolutely worthless
for a week.
" 'These niggers' said Devine ·who was on camp duty for the week and sat
at my right, 'are altogether too superstitious. One of these day's I'll knock a
bunch of it out of them.'
"I glanced up as he spoke and I saw something gleam in the hand of the
cook who stood by his side. As the native raised his arm to strike, I caught
his wrist and a butcher knife dropped to the floor. Instantly the room was in
an uproar. Every white jumped to his feet. vVe thought it was a general
uprising. However, I soon found that the cook had been drinking heavily of
the native malafu, that he had had an argument with Devine over the cooking, and then had decided to settle accounts with the agent. He was sober
now- grovelling on the floor and begging for mercy.
"I asked the fellow which he preferred- to be shipped down to Lusambo
where he would surely be put in the chain gang, or take his medicine with us
and leave the next morning. He chose the latter.
"So I had the sentries drag him to the front of the store where his wrists
were tied together. Then standing him up against a post with his arms raised
high above his head, they tied him securely to a cross beam. I then had them
raise him until just his toes touched the floor.
" 'You must stay there until morning,' I said. 'A sentry will stand guard
and at 6 o'clock when all the men of the factorie report for duty, we will cut
you down.'
"So I left the poor wretch. All night long he hung there, sometimes begging
for mercy, sometimes in a kind of stupor. All night long his wife did what she
could to relieve his suffering. She brought him drink and food, she rubbed his
aching legs, she washed his face and body with cold water, but better than all
else, she stood by him, encouraging and attempting, as best she could, to keep
him alive.
"vVhen at last my men cut him down, he dropped unconscious to the floor.
"'Take him a'..vay,' I ordered, for the men were all assembled and there
must be no wavering in our discipline. 'Don't let him ever show his face here
again.'
"The woman and some friends gathered him up and carried him into the
jungle. vVhether he lived or died, I do not know."

LITERARY LADIES
By

SHIRLEY SARGENT*

(Continued from the May issue)

Another minor literary lady was Mary Cone who wrote a descriptive
detailed book, Two Years in California, published in I 876, which contained
one chapter on the week she spent sightseeing in Yosemite.
Upon viewing the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees in I872, Ralph Waldo
Emerson said, "The wonder of it is that we can see these trees and not
wonder more." On July 2, I874, Mary Cone felt the same way.
The first feeling upon seeing the trees was that of disappointment; but when we had
clambered up on the side of the prostrate monarch and found ourselves standing thirty
feet in the air, higher than the eaves of most two-story houses, while the tree lay flat on
the ground, we began to think that the Titans had left their representatives behind
them . .. . The trees seemed to grow in size every hour that we looked at them. The first
disappointment gave way to wonder that increased steadily . . . their actual presence
surpassed all expectations or imagination. There are no words ... to express the feelings
of awe, of wonder, of might and majesty that were awakened.

Miss Cone's narrative is not without humor and a personal glimpse of herself astride "Alex," a gentle, brown mustang. She had dreaded the horseback
miles and held onto the saddle horn "with an intensity that knew no relaxation," but Alex took command and they, thereafter,
. .. always guarded the rear of the party, to see that no evil came upon them from behind. It is only another proof that good deeds are not always recognized and rewarded,
that our services in this respect were not appreciated, or, if they were, it was with the
silent thankfullness with which the earth receives rain from the clouds. There was
nothing said about it!

Alex resisted her frightened and ill-founded tugs on the reins to pick his
own careful and safe way up and down narrow, zigzag trails.
He never paid the slightest attention to my efforts, and I soon concluded it was
better to content myself with being the shadow behind the throne and give up all
power and authority to him, devoting myself with a single eye to the one business of
keeping myself on his back ...

Constance Gordon-Cumming's Granite Crags was the most literary and
authentically drawn book about Yosemite by any woman, partly because she
spent almost three months acquainting herself with its natural features and
human inhabitants, and partly because she was a lady of thorough education
and culture. In April of I 878 she arrived in the Valley, intent on "doing" the
sights in a few days before going on to Honolulu, but overawed at accomplishing the impossible, she remained until July 2oth. She penned her impressions of Yosemite, not for publication, but for her family in England and later
the long, spontaneous, literate letters were gathered together in Granite
"Miss Shirley Sargent, our candidate for "The Literary Lady of Yosemite" has just
had her 8th contribution, Treasure at Flying Spur, published by Abelard-Schuman,
New York.
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Crags. Besides correspondence, she sketched extensively and put on a show
of her water colors for V alleyites before she left. Some are preserved in the
Yosemite Museum.
She lived in a cottage at the old Hutchings' Hotel, then run by John K.
Barnard, who had not improved the ablution services for guests. To obtain
hot water at bedtime, Miss Gordon-Cumming "must go to the main house,
find a candle in one place and a jug in another, and draw for myself in the
kitchen boiler." A housemaid confided that her work wasn't too severe as,
"You see, there is an Italian gentleman who helps me with the slops."
Miss Gordon-Cumming came and went familiarly at the hotel, soon knowing even its culinary secrets.
I am told that the pastry is capital; but I eschew it, not liking the Chinese cook's
method of preparing it! I know he makes the bread in the same way, but I have to forget that! ... I may tell you that a Chinese baker or washerman has one unvarying
method of damping his bread or his linen. He keeps a bowl of water beside him, and
with his long, thin lips draws up a mouthful, which he then spurts forth in a cloud of
the finest spray. Having thus damped the surface evenly, and quite to his own satisfaction, he proceeds to roll his pastry or iron his table-cloth to that of all beholders. It does
not do in this world to pry too carefully into antecedents. Results are the main point!
Some folks are so prejudiced ... and are content to pay a high price to have their
washing done by any other race; so that a family of half-caste Spanish washerwomen
vvho have settled here make a very good thing of it.

Independence Day was always a cause of celebration to Yosemite Valley
residents. Thanks to our bemused English observer, a vivid picture of July
4th, r 87 8, was set down for posterity.
Unluckily for his neighbors, the owner of the hot-baths considered that as music is
noise, all noise must be musical; so he made the dawn hideous by turning on a shrieking
steam-whistle, and when even his own ears could no longer endure the horrid din, the
entertainment was varied by discharges of dynamite, in order to awaken the echoes.
The hotel and the wooden shanties were adorned with flags, and stars and stripes
floated in every direction. The Indians and guides ran pony races, and a certain amount
of feasting was managed . Then the dining room was cleared for a grand ball, which is
now in full swing. I sat for a long time on the verandah ... and have rarely seen such
precision anywhere, save in a dancing-school.
The good folk of the valley . .. appoint the best dancer present to be floor-master
for the evening; and it is his duty to regulate the order of the dances, and to take the
lead in each ... dancing as correctly as a dancing-master ... calling out in a loud clear
voice directions for each little bit of the figure in quadrille, lancers, or country dance,
as it begins. It does sound so curious, when you stand a little way from the house, to
hear this ringing voice far above the feeble music of the fiddles!
Of course there is no excuse for not dancing accurately, and accordingly everyone
does so with the utmost gravity. All the men are dressed in most respectable black suits.
I scarcely recognized our friendly horse-keepers and guides (whose ordinary garb is a
most picturesque variety of coloured suits, with bright handkerchiefs and broadbrimmed hats) when they suddenly appeared in this serious garb, dancing with all the
solemnity of dervishes, following the grave but graceful lead of the principal horsekeeper.

Yosemite had a resident poetess in Jean Bruce Washburn, who lived at
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vVawona, eight miles from the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees and 25 from
Yosemite Valley. She had traveled horseback to the Valley in the very early
days of its human development and, thereafter, returned frequently, to be
freshly enchanted by its beauty.
Her Scottish background and education in New York caused her to fill her
poetry with classical allusions. In the I 86o's lengthy poems of hers were published in the Mariposa Gazette. One "The Bridal," appeared weekly until its
five cantos had rhymed to a melodramatic end.
Thirty-three of her poems were collected in Blosso111s of Thought, a 246page book, published in I 886. !Vlost of them were personal or long narratives
of classical themes. In I 887, a slim, 34-page book, Yo Semite and Other Poe111s,
was printed in San Francisco. Nine poems make up the book; eight of them
rural and sad in nature, the other a lengthy ode based on Indian legends.
Mrs. \tV ashburn's prefatory remarks to her second book exhibit her love of
Yosemite.
Those who have visited Yo Semite Valley will remember with what delight they
first beheld the magnificent view that opens before the entranced vision from "Glacier
Point." There stretches out before the astonished gaze that unparalleled scene, that
unfolds itself like the entrance to eternity, while thousands of feet beneath us the valley
smiles up through its filmy veil of haze- a superb oasis- blossoming in the stupendous
mountains' stony urn, like some gorgeous picture from fairy land.
A we is awakened by the gigantic proportions of these immense domes, towering like
the fabled homes of Olympian Gods against the sky- and tender love, and a spirit of
worship for the Creator of all this grandeur, as we behold the beautiful green valley
slumbering at their feet. To have this enrapturing and wonderfully kaleidoscopic vision
of the valley , we must behold it through the air lens of "Glacier Point."

Two of the many verses of the twelve-page "Yo Semite" present apt portrayals of Vernal Falls in its springtime glory.
The "Vernal Fall" in radiant spray appears,
A living Niobe, dissolved in tears!
Girdled with belts where all the colors swell
In protean hues, that deck the flo>ver or shell.
That varied dyes whirl in the light o' day ,
And leap, and laugh, and gem, the crystal spray
Like mirthful Fays, that from each rocky cave
Come dancing forth to burnish up the wave
That drops resplendent on the crags below,
And glides away in dashing wreaths of snow'
Y e gushing torrents- never to cease nor tire,
While meteors fall, or human tribes expire!
Ah! who shall sing the wonders of this spot,
These velvet meadows, and each rocky grot?
Where ancient Echo rears her mystic throne,
Prisoning her music in a mossy stone,
While, like Stygian spirits, o'er the peaks around,
The waters rush, with grumbling, thund'rous sound .
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All of Yosemite's literary ladies were impressed and inspired by its grand
natural scenes, all tried to interpret the grandeur in words. Jean Bruce Washburn summed up her own and the efforts of others as ephemeral in face of
Yosemite's endurance.
My soul bowed down in wondering, humble awe,
When first thy peaks and waterfalls I saw;
And every hour but shows how vain 'twould be
For my frail mind to hope to picture thee.
Thy spell shall live when those who view thee now
Have passed with ages 'neath thy mighty brow,
And like thy mists, in gorgeous gleamings curl'd,
Our names have melted from this changing world ...

1\llAXIMILIAN AND CARLOTA
IN MEXICO
PART

By
VI.

III

WILLIAM LAWRENCE SHAW*

DECLINE: WITHDRAWAL OF THE FRENCH

"It is impossible- that the government of
Maximilian can exist without our A1·my ." 105
By the end of the year I865, Mexico had cost France a total of 274,698,ooo
francs. 106 The end was not in sight. Marshal F orey after his return to France
announced that an additional army of I 5o,ooo men vvould be necessary to
conquer the country. 107 The adherents of Maximilian and Carlota in Mexico
were estimated at about 35o,ooo out of a population in excess of eight millions.108 Desertion among the French troops was quite widespread and increased after I 863. 109
A very significant factor in the rise and fall of Maximilian was the role performed by General, later Marshal, Bazaine. He had been a soldier of the line
who was promoted for gallant service in Algeria and Morocco, served against
the Carlists in Spain and on the fields of i\llalegnano and Solferino, served in
the Crimea, and was made a general of division and the Governor of Sebastopol on the capture of that city. Bazaine enjoyed the complete confidence
of Napoleon III. Perhaps a key to the situation may be found that while
Maximilian was wavering in I 863- I 864 as to whether he would go to Mexico,
Napoleon declared to Lord Cowley, British Minister at Paris: "There is a
question of having Bazaine made President of the Republic and of abandoning the Imperial scheme." 110
In Mexico, Bazaine, a capable troops commander, scored marked successes
against the Juarists and by early I 866 had captured all vital strong points of
resistance by the republican forces.
Prior to the arrival of Maximilian, Napoleon had written to Bazaine on
February I 5, I 864, that it was necessary that it should appear to the eyes of
Europe that the selection of Maximilian as Emperor was due to the national
will. 111 Napoleon did not stress that Maximilian in fact should be the popular
choice of the people, but only that appearances might point to the Archduke
as the popularly-proclaimed leader.
In I 86 5, Maximilian's difficulties were increased by the jealousy of Bazaine
who in heading the conquering French Army considered himself to be the
real head of Tvlexico. 112
"William Lawrence Shaw, a Colonel in the California (Army) National Guard, is
the Chairman of the California Civil vVar Centennial Commission.
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Bazaine married on June 26, I86s, at the Imperial Palace, Senorita de la
Pefia, a Mexican. J\!laximilian presented to Bazaine as the "pacificator of his
realm," the beautiful palace of San Cosme valued at $I oo,ooo. Carlota gave a
set of diamonds to the bride and wrote approvingly of the lady to Eugenie.
Maximilian \Vas godfather to the first child of the union. The kindly acts of
Maximilian did not produce more than a temporary, superficial betterment
of relations, and the situation continued very strained between the imperial
rulers and Marshal Bazaine.113
Napoleon III counseled Bazaine by letter August I 7, I 86 5, that if the

United States of America invaded Mexico, the French forc es should be concentrated in a central place within interior Mexico. 114
By early I 866 Napoleon had resolved to evacuate his troops from J\!lexico.
The challenging attitude of the United States hastened Napoleon's decision
as well as the disturbed political situation in Europe where Prince Bismarck
of Prussia was causing concern. Napoleon wrote to Bazaine on January 3 I,
I866:
Circumstances stronger than my will compel me to evacuate Mexico; but I wish to
do so leaving behind me for the Emperor Maximilian every chance to maintain himself
with his own forces. You must put all yo ur zeal and intelligence into the work of
organizing something lasting in the country, in order that our efforts will not be a full
loss. To accomplish this difficult matter, you have a year or eighteen months. 11 5

The London Ti7nes, on January I7, I866, discussed that Napoleon had
concluded to withdraw in the face of persistent American opposition to his
"protege" in J\!lexico.
From February I 866 onward, Maximilian no longer exercised initiative in
his imperial position. Every significant appointment was submitted to Bazaine
for approval. The marshal decided all military issues. In March I 866, there
arrived as special envoy of Napoleon, Baron Saillard who made known to
Maximilian that the French troops were to be withdrawn in the near future.
Bazaine began to discuss and issue orders for evacuation. Maximilian did not
seem to heed the warning conveyed by Baron Saillard that the days of the
French troops in Mexico were numbered. 116
In January I 867, on the eve of departure, Bazaine withdrew the prior consent which had been given by the French government that French officers
and men might enlist with Maximilian's imperial troops. At the same time,
return transportation to France was offered to Frenchmen who wished to
depart. This resulted in a break-up of an army of 2o,ooo men which Maximilian had carefully created in anticipation of the French withdrawal. Little
or no inducement remained for French or Austrian volunteers to stay with
JVlaximilian and meet the growing prospect of defeat.
After his return to France, Bazaine was received with some disfavor but
was never officially accused of any wrong-doing in Mexico. It is apropos to
recall that in I87o, after the Prussian disaster, Bazaine intrigued against the
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newly-created republic in France and vvas regarded as a traitor by General
Helmuth von Moltke. 11 7
Exhibit "A" of this article develops that by a letter in November I 864,
Maximilian at the height of his power had promised early and prompt punishment to all Mexicans who continued to bear arms against the imperial rule.
On October 3, I865, there was promulgated the Bando Negro or Black
Decree which tended in a short time to arouse hostility to Maximilian both
abroad and in Mexico. In brief, in the Black Decree, IVlaximilian regarded all
of his armed opponents as "guerrilleros" or bandidos who were to be seized,
summarily tried, and promptly executed. 11 8
Extremely adverse publicity soon resulted from the application of the
Black Decree. At Tacambaro, Imperialist General Mendez had captured a
party of Juarists. After summary proceedings, Generals Arteaga and Salazar
who was the governor of the state, and four colonels were shot. Indicative of
the general reaction, 20 5 Belgian officers and soldiers serving with Maximilian wrote a letter of protest to him denouncing the execution as an "act
of barbarity" springing from an "iniquitous war." As a result of the Black
Decree, scores of republicans were put to death. This set off a mass reaction
which Maximilian could not overcome. 119
In extenuation of Maximilian, it should be noted that the Imperial Government had expected that the flight of Juarez from Mexico would be deemed
an abdication and this factor might lead to recognition by the United
States. 120 Nothing of the kind resulted. Maximiliap may have been mindful of
the rule of Clausewitz that the aim of all action in war is to disarm the
enemy. 121 j\;Jaximilian sought to use fear to influence the republicans to
shorten the war. He overlooked that fear often begets a spirit and will to
resist and in fact may prolong a war.
Even after the adoption of the Black Decree, the vacillation of Maximilian
was manifest. He frequently interfered with the carrying out of the courtsmartial sentences and as a result would anger the French to whom Maximilian
seemed "to play at clemency" (de faire de la clh11ence). In Paris, the Black
Decree was debated in the legislative chamber and caused a universal dismay
that the name of France was identified with a deliberate official departure
from the rules of war. 122
The turning point of the war and the beginning of the end for IVlaximilian
may be said to date from July r 865 when a contingent of Austrian troops was
defeated at Monterey. There followed the capture of the seaport town of
Matamoras by the Juarists. From this time, we can trace an evacuation of vital
portions of northern Mexico as victories were scored by General Escobedo
and other republican leaders.
By letter dated September I 4, I 86 5, Napoleon proposed to Maximilian
that the Imperial Army be reorganized upon a base or cadre of Austrian
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troops. Such a method would permit Napoleon to "withdraw the greater
part of our troops, which would deprive the Americans of all pretexts for
their objections." 123
The cause of Maximilian had definitely become unpopular throughout the
land of Mexico. At Mazatlan, the French had to use force to create an
imperial administration and it was decreed to be a penal offense to decline an
office under the empire. 124 Maximilian seemed to be indifferent to retaining
the good will of his French allies. Outside of the War Department which was
dominated by the French, Maximilian created a military cabinet which independently administered Austro-Belgian matters. As a result, there was no
uniform administration of military details, and the auxiliary troops of Austria
and Belgium were placed beyond the French commander. This was contrary
to the Treaty of Miramar which had set forth that the French commandant
should be commander-in-chief. Maximilian unwittingly pointed the way to
reprisals which might be directed to him by the aggrieved French.
In July I 866, Tampico like Monterey was lost to the Imperialists and the
seaport revenue of Tampico no longer vvas available to the Imperial Government. By the end of I 866, two-thirds of the country were again subject to
the republican forces of Juarez.
King Leopold I, father of Carlota, died in December I865. This removed
a staunch and influential supporter of Maximilian in the royal courts of
Europe. In October I865, Lord Palmerston had died. Palmerston was one of
the very few British statesmen who regarded the Mexican adventure with
anything approaching a friendly spirit. He had gone so far as to state that
Maximilian's successes were to the advantage of all Europe, and that he
believed the United States would be so committed to reconstruction after the
end of the Civil War that the North American power would not disturb
Maximilian in any way. 12 s
Maximilian strove to break the diplomatic impasse at Washington, D. C.
He sent Senor Arroyo in I864 to seek an interview with United States
Government heads at \Vashington. Nothing eventful resulted. In July I865,
another attempt by Sefior Degollado likewise failed at Washington. 126
Secretary of State William H . Seward in a dispatch, dated September 6,
I 865, to John Bigelow, Minister at Paris, stated:
I may remark that France appears to us to be lending her great influence, with a considerable military force, to destroy the domestic Republican Government in Mexico,
and to establish there an Imperial system, under the sovereignty of a European prince,
who, until he assumed the crown, was a stranger to that country.I27

The cessation of hostilities in the American Civil War enabled President
Andrew Johnson and Secretary Seward to voice more freely the opposition
of the United States Government to the French onslaught upon Mexico. In a
series of notes beginning in February I865, Mr. Seward kept repeating and
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restating the fundamental absence of any basis of acceptability of the Maximilian government to the United States.
In a despatch, dated February I2, I866, by Mr. Seward to the Marquis de
Montholon, French Minister at Washington, the objections of the United
States are summarized, and it is requested that a time limit be set on the
. French intervention. The Secretary of State declared that the Maximilian
throne was fostered by France against the wishes of the Mexican people.
Mr. Seward concluded that republican institutions in the New World were
menaced by such a kingdom as Maximilian had attempted to create in
Mexico.
It has been suggested that the American Civil War created a stalemate
between Secretary Seward and Napoleon III. Seward has been viewed to
have refused any measure of extensive aid to the Juarists in fear that France
might thereupon recognize the Confederacy. Conversely, France withheld
recognition from the Confederacy in order that the United States arms might
not proceed in any quantity to the Juarists opposing Maximilian. 128 President
Lincoln and Secretary Seward were not deceived by Napoleon III, but they
appreciated the danger of provoking Napoleon into a recognition of the
Confederacy while the tremendous task of preserving the Union required all
the energies of the nation. 129
Mr. John Slidell, unofficial Confederate representative at Paris, informed
Confederate Secretary of State Judah P. Benjamin that in connection with
the visit of Maximilian and Charlotte in March I 864 to Paris, President
Lincoln was reported to have warned that Maximilian would never be
recognized in Mexico by the United States if France accepted the Confederacy.130 Mr. Slidell's warning to Mr. Benjamin was at best based upon a
rumor. It is most doubtful that any express understanding about recognition
of the Confederacy was ever arrived at by President Lincoln and N apoleon III.
Dated January 7, I 864, letters were issued from President Jefferson Davis
of the Confederate States of America appointing General William Preston of
Kentucky as diplomatic representative of the Confederacy to Mexico.131
By a personal letter, January 7, I 864, President Davis sent formal greetings
to "His Imperial Majesty Maximilian, etc." and recommended General Preston to his attention.132 The date in January I 864 is obviously prior in time to
April I 864 when at Miramar, Maximilian and Carlota were crowned. In
fact, General Preston did not proceed to Mexico to attempt to present his
credentials to Maximilian or any representative of the imperial government.
At Miramar, inN ovember I 86 3, General James Williams, CSA, following
an exchange of correspondence, met J\ilaximilian and was requested by the
Archduke to extend particular greetings to President Davis from Maximilian.133 Undoubtedly, for a time Maximilian was inclined to extend recog-
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nition to the Confederate States. He did not carry out this purpose, and
probably \vas deterred by Napoleon III who did not wish to give undue
offense to the Union when in the spring of I 864, the likelihood of Confederate victory was diminishing. There is some degree of accuracy in the comment by a contemporary historian that the Confederacy's fate was settled not
on the field of battle but in the chancelleries of Europe. 134
The Republic of Mexico was capably represented at Washington by Senor
Matias Romero. Senor Romero was a diplomat of consummate tact and ability who ably supported the cause of Benito Juarez in the United States of
America. Sr. Romero was tireless, and neglected no opportunity to seek to
frame American public opinion in favor of his subjugated country. 135
There has been mention in Point IV of this writing that Maximilian envisioned the division of Central and South America into two great empires
or spheres of influence, namely, Mexico and Brazil. Maximilian intrigued to
lay the groundwork to carry out his exalted concept of imperial rule. One
unexpected result of lVIaximilian's grandiose planning was that on January
2 3, I 86 5, a treaty was signed at Lima by the governments of Chile, Bolivia,
Salvador, Columbia, Peru and Venezuela which formed a defensive alliance
against exterior aggression and for the guaranty of their respective autonomy.
This alliance was aimed at resisting any efforts by Maximilian to put his
notion of empire extension into operation.136
Recognizing that he would soon lose his French troops, Maximilian sought
to accelerate the recruitment of Austrian volunteers. As a consequence, Mr.
Motley at Vienna inquired of Count lVlensdorff, Austrian Minister of Foreign Affairs, as to the significance of the presence of Austrian troops in
Mexico. 137 On May 20, I 866, Count Mensdorff advised Mr. Motley that the
departure of any additional Austrian volunteers for lVlexico would not be
countenanced. 138
After the Port of Matamoras was occupied by the Juarez forces, there
was an increase of American and European shipping which brought arms and
supplies to the Juarists through the port. This prompted Maximilian to
declare that a state of blockade existed. President Andrew Johnson by a
formal proclamation, August I 8, I 866, declared that the attempted blockade
of Matamoras by Maximilian was null and void.139
General Grant wrote to President Johnson on June I 9, I 86 5, strongly condemning the presence of Maximilian in JVlexico with French support. Grant
declared that the act of attempting to establish a monarchy in Mexico by
foreign bayonets was an act of hostility against the government of the United
States. "If allowed to go on until such a government is established, I see nothing before us but a long, expensive, and bloody war, one in which the enemies
of this country will be joined by tens of thousands of disciplined soldiers,
embittered against their government by the experience of the last four
years." 140
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Again by letter, September I, I 86 5, General Grant urged President Johnson "to take such measures as would secure the supremacy of the republican
government in l\1exico." 141
General Sheridan wrote to General Grant on August I 8, I 86 5, that "the
Maximilian Government in Mexico is a farce. He holds only a few cities and
towns, and cannot collect revenue except on the line from Vera Cruz to the
City of Mexico ... " 142 vVriting again on November 5, I865, to General
Grant, Sheridan stated:
What I have written in reference to the feeling in Mexico against Maximilian is
correct. Nine and one/half tenths of the people are against him. He cannot collect
taxes, and what money he gets in Mexico is from forced contributions on the merchants of the towns he happens to hold, and these towns may be considered in a state
of siege, all communications with them being interrupted or entirely cut off by the
Liberals. Substantially, he has no government and no party to support him.143

General Sheridan commanding the Military Division of the Gulf, created
by the \Var Department on June 27, I865, with Headquarters at New
Orleans, took steps to make the influence of the United States felt in behalf
of President Juarez. Sheridan made demonstrations on the lower Rio Grande
and opened communications ·with Juarez. Soldiers were massed at San
Antonio, far in excess of the need for occupation troops in that area. There
was demanded the return to the United States of war materials turned over
to the Imperialists by ex-Confederates. Sheridan curtailed emigration from
any of the seaports within his command on the Gulf. He caused to be arrested
General Ortega at Brazos, Texas, and handed over this dissident republican
to General Escobedo with the Juarists. Acting under General Grant's
instructions, the republican forces were supplied not too secretly with
materials and arms including 3o,ooo muskets sent from the Baton Rouge
Arsenal alone. This was a very great stimulus and aid to the Juarez elements. 144
General Porfirio Diaz was allowed to obtain from the United States, a
complete park of United States artillery which he used with good effect leading to the capture of Puebla on April 3, I 867. 145
The French embarked 2 8,690 troops from Mexico beginning February I 4,
I 867. The evacuation of the French was completed from Vera Cruz in
March I 867. The last of the Belgians departed in January I 867 and most
of the Austrians left at this time. 146

VII. THE EMPRESS CARLOTA
"The crown of 1110narchs is al111ost always a crown of thorns." 147
It has been recorded that Charlotte "was tall, beautiful and graceful, with a
gentleness that won all who met her, and of courtly and gracious manners.
She spoke and wrote with equal fluency, French, German, English, Spanish
and Italian .... She was noted for her acts of charity, and devoted, both in
her private and public life, to the happiness and welfare of the people." 148
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Charlotte was seventeen years of age at the time of her marriage. From
childhood, she had been accustomed by her father, King Leopold, to be present in the Council of State at Brussels when questions of policy were discussed. It was the aspiration of Charlotte to wear a crown. When she had
realized her ambition, the threatened loss of that crown was a blow from
which she was unable to rally.
Charlotte's whole personal devotion was centered in Maximilian of whom
she stated: "I believe the day will come-and this without any ambitious
notions on my part- when the Archduke will again occupy a prominent
position. By this I mean a position where he will govern, for he was made
for that and blessed by Providence with everything necessary to make a
people happy." 149
When the likelihood of a crown in Mexico became certain, Maximilian
was influenced by Charlotte to accept the scepter. In fact, Maximilian was
called the "archdupe" by the Parisians because he was considered to be led
by his wife.150 The Archduchess Sophie, mother of Maximilian, sought to
warn Maximilian against the dangers which he would face in the New
World. Charlotte prepared the reply to Sophie and was entirely optimistic as
to the outcome. 151
Charlotte in turn was influenced by Eugenie with whom she was in correspondence. Eugenie had written: "We hope that the news we shall soon
receive will be of such a kind as to hasten on the departure of Your Highnesses, for none but a strong and vigorous hand can carry the work of
regenerating the country to a successful end." 152
King Leopold I, father of Charlotte, lent every effort to further the interests of Maximilian in the Mexican adventure. Writing in October I 86 I, Leopold counseled that some affirmative expression should come from Mexico as
a whole for a monarchical form of government. Until all difficulties had been
overcome, Maximilian must "remain free," but not refuse to take part. The
assistance of England should be gained, and the confused state of affairs in
North America because of the Civil War might be a factor to win over
England. 153 Charlotte travelled to Belgium in September I 863 to interview
her father personally, and felt any doubts dispelled in favor of the Mexican
adventure. She wired Maximilian: "Enchanted, everything splendid." 154
Leopold praised Maximilian's speech of conditional acceptance of the crmvn
in October 1863 at ?vliramar before the Mexican delegation as "extremement
bien." 155
When the question arose whether Maximilian should renounce his rights
of succession to the Austrian throne, Leopold urged Maximilian and Charlotte not to give up their birth rights. 156 However, it was Charlotte who concluded after a conference of three days duration with Franz-Joseph at
Vienna that the proposed deed of renunciation of rights was to be signed by
Maximilian. 157
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Duke Leopold of Brabant, brother of Charlotte and in later years Leopold
II of Belgium, wrote to Maximilian in January I 862: "Once you are firmly
established in Mexico, it is probable that a great part of America will place
itself under your rule." Brabant went on to predict that Maximilian would
one day head a "great neutral American state, closely allied with neutral
Belgium ... [and] to bring peace, justice and concord to this poor America
would be an act not of ambition, but of simple charity." 158
Maximilian seemed obsessed with doubts even during the coronation rites
at Miramar. At the official banquet of state on April I o, I 864, following the
corot~ation, Maximilian withdrew and Carlota performed the honors of the
occaswn.
During the first months in Mexico, the correspondence of Carlota and
Eugenie was cordial and affectionate. It was not until I 86 5, that signs of
strain in the relationship began to appear in their letters. Writing on June I 8,
I 864, to the Empress of France, Carlota said: "From all that I have seen there
is room for a monarchy in this country, and it meets the general requirements
of the population; none the less, however, it remains a gigantic experiment,
for one has to struggle against the desert, the distance, the roads and the most
utter chaos. The level of civilization in this country presents astonishing contrasts. In Mexico City it is very much as in Europe. Half an hour away you
are upset into a gorge or are attacked by robbers." 159
In Mexico, Carlota ordered extensive improvements in the capital city.
The Alameda was put in order by way of fountains, pavements and trees.
The Plaza was laid out with walks and shrubbery. Carlota visited the Yucatan
Peninsula to win over the Indian population. Upon her return, the Abbe
Domenech, Chaplain of the French Army in Mexico, commented: "If this
country had ever had a president with half of the ambition, energy and
honesty of the empress, it would be in a prosperous condition." 160 Carlota is credited with resisting the issuance of the Black Decree sentencing Guerrilleros to death. 161 It was the Empress vvho first influenced Maximilian to encourage the immigration of former Confederate elements into
Mexico. Carlota perceived the advantages of strengthening the empire by
the introduction of a substantial number of Confederate residents whose
support would be pledged to Maximilian and Carlota and who would lack
interest in the Juarez faction. Carlota recommended that the services of
Captain Maury and General John B. Magruder shot~ld be utilized. 162
As the likelihood of French withdrawal became a certainty by mid- I 866,
Carlota undertook to travel to Paris, Vienna, and Rome to appeal personally
to Napoleon and to Franz-Joseph and the Pope. She set out in July I 866 with
a small retinue for Paris arriving in early August. This was an awkward time
for Carlota to appear upon the European scene. The Prussian forces of Prince
Bismarck had defeated the Austrian Army of Franz-Joseph in a decisive
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war of seven weeks duration and Prussia was in the ascendency. Napoleon III
became even more determined to be rid of the 1\llexican involvement in order
to meet the challenge of Prussia. The fate of the declining Mexican Empire
was decided in the resolve of Napoleon to be clear of Mexico. The time was
scarcely propitious for Carlota to appeal to France, Austria, Belgium or
Rome.
Carlota in Paris sought to interview Napoleon. She ·would not be put aside
with a visit to Eugenie. Eventually, Carlota did meet with Napoleon who was
compelled to inform her that no further assistance from France was forthcoming. Overwhelmed with emotion, Carlota, at the close of one discussion,
denounced Napoleon and Eugenie to their faces as "adventurers." 16 3 The
talks took place over several days and imposed the greatest strain upon the
overwrought Carlota. In what was to be one of her last letters to Maximilian,
the Empress wrote on August I 5, I 866, from Paris that it was her "conviction that we shall be able to accomplish something, since interest is in favour
of it, but the ill will and helplessness in exalted quarters is great." The letter
shmved the inability of Carlota to face the situation that the days of the
Empire in Mexico were numbered. Her devotion to Maximilian was manifest
in her umvillingness to accept defeat, and in her effort to alleviate his suspense
and doubts. The letter is Exhibit "B" of this article.
On August twenty-third, Carlota departed from Paris for Miramar. After
her arrival, she received a telegram from Maximilian to the effect that Marshal Bazaine was evacuating various strongpoints and the Juaristas were
advancing. 164
On September I 8, I 866, Carlota left Miramar for Rome. During the journey, signs of mental disorder in Carlota became increasingly common. She
repeatedly expressed fears of poison from members of her entourage and
alleged spies of Napoleon. Her physical and mental condition weakened, and
on October ninth, her brother, the Count of Flanders, removed her to Miramar from Rome. She did not improve, and ultimately her physicians diagnosed her disorder as incurable insanity.
In the opinion of this writer, the estimate as to Carlota has been admirably
set forth, in the following: "To those who salute the qualities of humanity,
courage, and virtue in royal lives, the empress in her ability as a ruler, in her
fateful and heroic mission to save the crown, and at last in her infirmity and
sorrow, will command sympathy and admiration." 165
VIII. DEFEAT, TRIAL AND ExECUTION
"You have placed me between dishonor and death, and my choice is made." 166
Maximilian \<vas beset with indecision in the autumn of r 866 whether to abdicate and leave Mexico or to remain without European allies and trust to the
uncertainty of a conflict in which he had no assurance of emerging as victor.
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The safer course lay in flight. The Austrian frigate Elizabeth was anchored at
Vera Cruz waiting to take Maximilian to Trieste, if he desired. On December
I, I 866, 1Vlaximilian announced by manifesto that he would summon a
national congress to meet and consider the state of the nation. As the last
French elements departed in March I867, Marshal Bazaine in vain urged
Maximilian to accompany them to safety. For better or worse, Maximilian
had decided to remain in Mexico.
The resources of the emperor were rapidly diminishing. On February
thirteenth, Maximilian with a column of several thousands sallied forth from
Mexico City and established a base at Queretaro. A siege of three months
ensued. On the evening of May fourteenth, through the treachery of one of
the imperial officers, the Juarez troops were admitted into the Maximilian
Camp, and, in the morning hours, Maximilian surrendered to General
Escobedo. The empire ended just two weeks short of three years fr07n the
date of the disembarkation of Maximilian and Carlota at Vera Cruz in their
attempt to maintain a kingdom in theN ew vVorld .
After his capture, Maximilian did not at first seem to realize that his life
might be forfeit to the republic. He offered to renounce all claim to a throne
in return for a safe conduct of his followers and himself to the coast to await
transportation to Europe. 1Vlaximilian was brought to trial on June thirteenth,
the proceedings being held on the stage of a public theatre. Maximilian was
ably defended by capable counsel engaged by the Austrian Minister. The
pleas of his lawyers to the court-martial, composed of six Army captains and
a lieutenarit-colonel, sought to establish:
I. Maximilian had accepted the throne only upon what -vvas to him conclusive evidence that such was the people's will. 2. His government was
recognized by all the great powers (except the United States of America).
3· Maximilian remained in 1Vlexico to save his friends and supporters pending a Congress to determine the form of government. 4- He had offered to
abdicate and leave the country under the usual conditions of an amnesty.
5. Maximilian signed the Black Decree on official assurances that Juarez had
fled Mexico and the Juarez government had ceased to exist. 6. The courtmartial was incompetent in rank to try him and lacked jurisdiction. 7. JVIaximilian was a prisoner of war. 167
Maximilian himself was not present at the trial as he was seriously ill. In a
prepared statement, 1Vlaximilian declared: "I had no course left but to remain
and do all · in my power to protect a large proportion of the Mexican
people." 168
The court-martial vote was 4-3 for death rather than banishment. Maximilian on June fifteenth was sentenced to death before a firing squad.
From the time of his capture, the conduct of Maximilian was above reproach. He displayed no signs of fear and made no unworthy pleas to his
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captors. He seemed determined to redeem his past mistakes of irresolution
by a display of the firmest courage. His words and acts were noble. He spent
his last day writing letters to his family and friends abroad. Maximilian had
been informed erroneously that Carlota had died of her sickness. This news
seemed to bring him comfort in the belief that she was spared further incurable mental illness. He besought the republican government to spare the lives
of Generals Miramon and Mejia who had been sentenced with him to death.
His request was denied. Maximilian wrote to President Juarez on June nineteenth imploring "let my blood be the last spilled- reconcile factions, establish a durable peace ... "
On the morning of June nineteenth, he dressed carefully, was visited by
Padre Soria and received the last sacrament, breakfasted, and then personally
informed his companions in their cells that the hour had arrived. At the place
of execution, the Hill of Bells, the last words of Maximilian were: "Mexicans,
may my blood be the last to be spilled for the welfare of the country; and if it
should be necessary that its sons should still shed theirs, may it flow for its
good, but never by treason. Long live independence! Long live Mexico! " 169
Several months later, the remains of Maximilian were returned to Austria
and are now interred in the Capucin Chapel, Vienna, where also repose other
generations of Hapsburgs.
A Memorial Chapel is now in existence at the place of execution.
lVlementos and other memorabilia of Maximilian are displayed in a "Maximilian Museum" which has received a grant of state funds since a time during
the Presidency of Porfirio Diaz. It was said of Maximilian by President Diaz:
"He was an amiable man and I believe he tried to do his best. He would probably have made an excellent ruler in his own country, but we, as Mexicans,
would not have him thrust upon us at the point of French bayonets." 170
The news of the death of Maximilian caused profound concern in the
capitals of the world. In Paris, the Liberal Adolphe Thiers declared that
Napoleon III would "never recover from this curse." In shortly over three
years, Napoleon was decisively defeated at Sedan on September I, I 870, and
on October 2 7, I 87o, 1\llarshal Bazaine surrendered with over I 7o,ooo men to
the forces of Prince Bismarck. 171
In the conclusion of this writer, the defeat of Maximilian in Mexico was
due to ( r) the gallant resistance of the Mexican Juarez forces and the rejection of Maximilian by the lVlexican populace; ( 2) the antagonism of the
United States of America to the lVlexican invasion and the mounting pressure
under President Andrew Johnson brought to bear by Secretary of State
Seward upon Napoleon to withdraw unconditionally from Mexico, and
( 3) the distrust of the French people as a whole for the entire Mexican
project conceived by Napoleon III . The theme of the tragedy is that the
giant defeated Tom Thumb who at the end met his fate like a man!
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It is entirely fitting during the current Centennial of the great American
Civil War that the California Legislature has directed the commemoration of
the restoration of constitutional government in the Republic of Mexico consequent upon the overthrow of the regime of Archduke Maximilian. On
February 2 I, 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson and President Lopez
Mateos of Mexico both spoke at Los Angeles, California. One hundred years
ago in February, 1864, Maximilian was on the eve of departure for the New
World. On February 22, 1964, the Anniversary of the birth of George
Washington, Presidents Johnson and Mateos flew to Palm Springs, California, for private consultations and to meet former President Dwight B. Eisenhower. Through the triumph of democratic ideals, each of the United States
of America and the Republic of Mexico has come a long way since the grim
days of r86r-r865 .
EXHIBIT "B"
(Letter, the Empress Charlotte to Maximilian.)
"Paris, August 15, 1866.
"lVIy dearly loved treasure:
"In the first place I am perfectly well, so set your heart at rest on that
point. In the second place, it is my conviction that we shall be able to accomplish something, since interest is in favour of it; but the ill will and helplessness in exalted quarters is great, and I know from a trustworthy source,
Metternich, that for the last two years the Emperor Napoleon has been
degenerating both physically and mentally. The Empress is incapable of
directing affairs, she is no check upon the ministers, and does more harm than
good. On est devenu vieux [they are getting old] and both of them childish;
it is true that both of them weep frequently, I do not know whether it leads
to anything. I have done all that can be imagined and at once presented the
ultimatum to the Emperor. I have now had to work to get the soo,ooo
piastres continued by this mail, but have heard that there is nothing to be
done; it is a matter of duty. However, I have not played all my cards with
the Emperor Napoleon. I have been with him only twice; the second time I
brought him extracts from his own promises, so that they might silently
rankle in him. He spoke a great deal about Mexico, but it is though he had
long since forgotten the affair. He wept more the second time than the first.
If all goes well here, it will be the same in Rome and Washington.
"This letter is disjointed, for Poliakowitz is just leaving. I have visitors all
day, which takes up all my time.
"I embrace you from the depths of my soul.
''CHARLOTTE."

(VNA: also set forth in Corti, op. cit., p. 68 r.)
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LEGAL DOCUMENTS RELATING
TO THE GRANTING OF
RANCHO EL VALLE DE SAN JOSE
By

H ERBERT

L.

HAGEMANN, JR. *

I. Petition for the confirmation of the grant to El Rancho El Valle de San
Jose, docketed in the Court of the United States Commissioners on the I 8th
day of May, I 852, and numbered 2 3I; numbered in the records of the United
States District Court, San Francisco, No. I02.
II. Original Petition: Antonio Maria Pico, Agostin Bernal and Juan Bernal,
and Dona JVlaria Dolores Bernal, wife of the Spaniard, Don Antonio Sunolpreceding his wife's consent- do petition the Superior Political Chief [ Governor] for the surrounded territories named "El Valle," bounded according
to the Mission San Jose Description, whose map accompanies the description.
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[They petition for the land contained in the "desefio." On the margin of
this petition is the order of the Governor, Jose Figueroa. A liberal translation
follows:]
*H erbert L. Hagemann, Jr., is a great, great grandson of Juan Pablo Bernal. H e is
also the Past President of the Amador-Livermore Valley Historical Society.
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"Monterey, July 24th, r 8 35. I have informed the City Council of the City
of San Jose de Guadalupe, that if the interested parties have the prepared
documentary proof that the land in question was deeded back to the Republic, then this expediente will pass on to the R. P. [Administrator of the Mission of San Jose] that he may review the particulars as they occurred in this
case." [Signed] Jose Figueroa - Governor of Alta California, Francisco del
Castillo, Secretary.
To which the City Council (Ayuntamiento) of the Town of San Jose,
answers: "The aforesaid land has been reconveyed by the Mission of San
Jose and at this date it is found to be unoccupied." Dated July 28th, 1835·
[Signed] Ignacio Martinez. Jose Berryesa, Sec. Witnesses: Salvio Pacheco
and Tomas Pacheco.
The Mission of San Jose Priest states in his report to the Governor: "The
land cannot be ceded in favor of those who ask for it, because of the profit
and provisions which this community [the Mission] takes from it." Dated
at Mission San Jose, 6th September, r835· [Signed] Fray Maria de Jesus
Gonzales.
III. Follows this order: "Monterey, September roth, 1835· The land solicited for in this petition [ expediente] being that which is requested by you
and is possessed by the Mission of San Jose, the continuation and resolution of
the said petition [ expediente 1is temporarily suspended. Be it known to the
parties that for [because] of its use [exercise] the petition is reserved and
kept." [Signed] Jose Castro, First Voice of the Established Territorial Deputation, also by Interior Political Chief, [Signed] Fernando Del Castillo
Negrete.
IV. Follows: "Monterey, June 2211d, 1837· Inform the Administrator of the
ex-Mission of San Jose that due to the state in which this establishment is
found today, it can be ceded according to the solicitations put forth in the
petition [expediente]. [Signed] Juan B. Alvarado. To which order, Jose de
Jesus Vallejo, Administrator of San Jose Mission, under date of July r rth,
1837, answers: "The land cannot be ceded without detriment to this community."
V. Follows this petition to the Governor: "The Citizen, Antonio Maria
Pi co, resident of the Town of San Jose, for himself and for the Citizens,
Antonio Sunol, Agostin Bernal and Juan Bernal, etcetera." It goes on to say,
"Having solicited the Governor for ownership of the pasture called 'Valle
de San Jose' [Livermore-Amador Valley] and the Coralitos [Vallecitos and
Sunol area], and our request running the course of the law, we request
[supplicate] that you grant a provisional permission to transplant [move
onto] the aforesaid pasture land, some number of cattle, and to construct
thereon the necessary corrals according to your discretion." [Signed] Antonio Ma. Pico and Agostin Bernal, Monterey, February 22nd, 1839·
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To which this answer is made: "Monterey, February 2 3fd, r839· The interested parties in this representation can occupy provisionally the aforementioned lands. [Conforming to the conditions and regulations which they
claim to be following.] This decree will be communicated to the Administrator of the Mission of San Jose for his intelligence so that he will allow
[permit] the occupation of the [sitio] of the Valley on the concept that it is
agreeable to the part of the land solicited by the citizen, Dolores Pacheco,
which is found pending in resolution." [Signed] Alvarado, Valle de San Jose.
VI. Follows from Monterey, April roth, r839: "Seeing the petition which
deals principally with this expediente, the clerk of the Board of Trustees of
the City of San Jose, due to the state in which it is found [the pasture called
'El Valle de San Jose'], without any objection whatever of occupation, and
being according to agreement, declared Don Antonio Ma. Pica, Antonio
Sunol, Agostin and Juan Bernal owners in truth of the land called by the
name of Valle de San Jose, marked by the map [ diseno] which accompanies
this expediente, etc., its boundaries being from the Coralitos on the Southwest
and to the East to the 'ears' of the Little Springs [Las Pocitas] adjacent to the
water and to the Northwest and North with the place of the Creek or Canyon of the Tasagera." [Signed] Alvarado [See Map 2.]

VII. Follows: Monterey, qth May, r84o. "Appeared before the Departmental Council in session on this day when it was resolved that it should go
on to the Agricultural Commission." (The expediente for Rancho El Valle
de San Jose.) [Signed] Jose F. Fernandez. "On the 22nd of the same month
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the Commission returned it [the expediente] with more suggestions." Again
it was signed, "Fernandez."
VIII. Follows from Monterey, June qth, I 840. "In view of the approval
granted on May 22nd by the Eminent Departmental Council, testimony of it
is announced on the part of Don Antonio Ma. Pico, Agostin Bernal, and Juan
and Dona Maria Dolores Bernal (wife of Antonio Sunol) in confirmation of
the Valley which was obtained on April I, I839·" [Signed] Alvarado.
IX. Follows Map No. 3·

X. Then follows: "Sir Governor: Antonio Sunol, and Antonio Ma. Pico,
before you we present ourselves laying before you that which on July 2 3rd,
I 8 35 was directed to the Honorable Political Chief [Governor] a petition
asking for certain land, and having no effect, we beg you again to have the
goodness to grant [auction] to us the land known as 'El Valle,' situated to the
Northeast of the Coralitos of San Jose, aligning itself to the Southwest [east]
with the said Coralitos, to the East with the Pocitas [springs or water holes]
at the place or Rancho of Robert Livermore, toward the North-west and
North with the pasture called San Ramon, and to the North-east with the
Mountains of the Caves [Brushy Peak Range], that which is marked out on
the accompanying plat [ diseno], six places [sitio] more or less. Santa Teresa,
February 10, I839·" [Signed] Antonio Sunol and Antonio Maria Pico.
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VII. Then follows the title granted to Antonio Ivla. Pico, Antonio Sunol,
Agostin Bernal and Juan Bernal:
"The pasture known by the name of Valle de San Jose enclosed by or
surrounded by the Coralitos on the South-west [Sunol area], on the East to
the banks of the hills of Las Pocitas near the water, and on the North-east and
North wtih the pasture of the Creek or Canyon of the Tasajera [cattle country] and land which has been given is that shown on the disefio [plat or map]
which accompanies the expediente." [Signed] Juan B. Alvarado, Ivlanuel
Jimeno, Secretary.
XIII. Follows: "The conceding of the pasture called 'El Valle' is approved
by the Commission of Agriculture and Commerce." [Signed] S. Arguello,
Jose Rafael Gonzalez. Dated, Monterey, May 2 I, I 840.
Approved by the Departmental Council, May 22nd, I84o. [Signed] Jose
F . Fernandez, Secretary; Manuel Jimeno, Pres.
XIV. Follows again a title to the same parties for the pasture called by the
name of "Vaile de San Jose" bounded on the South \iV est by the "Corralitos"
to the East to the banks [base] of the hills of the Pocitas near to the ·water,
and on theN orthwest and North with the pasture of the creek or canyon of
the Tasagera the land, etc., etc.-given at Monterey, I oth of April, I 84o.
[Manifestly an error instead of I 8 39] [Signed] Alvarado, Manl. Jimeno.
XV. Follows Ivlap No. 4·

To which follows the certificate of the Secretary: "That the preceding
map is faithfully taken from the original which works with [is a part of] the
respective expediente by him who was granted the sitios which are included
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in ~he title to the interested parties." Given at Monterey, 2oth October, I 840.
[S1gned] JoseF. Fernandez- Secretary.
XVI. In the testimony given before the U. S. Commissioner, Heiland Heale:
"On January I 7th, I853, Antonio ?da. Pico states that the Rancho El Valle
de San Jose lies about three miles North of the Mission of San Jose, that
within six months after the grant was made, the grantees put one thousand
head of cattle upon it, built a house and corral on it and commenced the
cultivation of the land." On the I 7th of January, I853, before the same U.S.
Commissioner, Manuel Jimeno swears to Alvarado's and his signatures, and
also to Father Ara's signatures being genuine.
XVII. The grant \vas confirmed by the decree of U.S. Commissioners dated
Jan nary 3 I, 1 854, to the petitioners as tenants in common.
XVIII. On September 7, I855, Antonio Ma. Pico in the United States District Court swears to the following facts: "The Rancho is bounded on the
north by the Canada T asagera; on the east [west] by the Palos Secas, a range
of hills running in the direction of San Jose; on the East by the bank of the
waters called Pocitas where there are some low hills, and on the south [and
east] by the Sierra of Buenos Aires and Calaveras. Dolores Pacheco is on the
[north] west of the Rancho. On the dividing line between the nvo Ranchos
spoken of, the Canada Tasagera and Palos Secos are situated. There is a creek
in the canada which comes from a high hill; the creek is called the Arroyo
Canada de T asagera. The creek runs into a sort of lake in the tulares. The
boundaries are around the lagoon to the Palos Secos, leaving the lagoon on
the side of Bernal. This line was laid out by myself and agreed to by Dolores
Pacheco and accepted by the Governors as the dividing line. The Loma Alta
is the hill from which the Arroyo de la Tasagera runs. It is the only place in
the vicinity called the Loma Alta. This was the boundary agreed upon before
the Governor, between myself and Dolores Pacheco. Pacheco wanted to
extend his boundaries and the Governor brought us both before him and the
boundary was then settled and the titles issued in conformity with it. Jimeno
was present when the boundary was settled and also Jose Santos Abil [Avila] .
Avila made out a plat of the Rancho according to the settlement of the
boundary for Pacheco, etc., etc."
On the same day Jose Higuerra swears: "On the side of the Rancho of
Dolores Pacheco the boundary is the Arroyo de las Tasagera which was from
the Loma Alta to the Laguna and from thence the line runs to the Palos
Secos."
XIX. Pico sold his interest in the Valle Rancho on the 6th of December,
I 842, to Antonio Sunol. The deed is signed by Pico's wife and is recorded in
Book C of Deeds, Pages I05 and 106, Santa Clara County. Sunol sold his
interest to J nan Bernal on the I oth of November, I 849. It is recorded in Book
C of Deeds, page I 07, Santa Clara County.

MORE ON THE RANCHO DAYS
By JosEPHINE K. HARDING*
The often romanticized rancho days in California, historians conclude, covered little more than a ten-year period-the decade ending in I846 when
California was declared a possession of the United States. At most, as the
typical way of life, it could be said to have stretched over fifteen years from
I 833 to I 848, a brief but romantic interlude.
Legend has made the rancho the center of Spanish Colonial life in California. However, Spain did not want a frontier land policy like that of the
United States with settlers on individual homesteads. Spain required her
colonists to live in the pueblos or near the presidios. Until the secularization
of the Mission lands in I 8 33, colonial life was confined almost entirely to
four military and three civil establishments from San Diego north to San
Fran cisco.
It is certain that fewer than twenty private land grants were patented in
the entire half century of Spanish rule, 1770-1820. Mexico continued this
conservative land policy for another ten years. In all of California at the end
of Spanish rule in I 82 2 there ·were 3,2 70 persons, excluding Indians.
So, except for a handful of families, rancho life commenced in a land rush
in I 8 33 when the fine Mission lands were thrown open by Mexico for private
grants. (Joaquin Bernal's Santa Teresa Rancho was granted in I834 and
Juan Bernal's Rancho El Valle de San Jose in I839.) By I846 the J\ilexican
governors had confirmed at least 8oo grants, and now some 8 million acres
were in the hands of 8oo grantees. The grants could not be less than one
square league ( 4,4 38 acres) nor more than eleven square leagues. By I 846
California had barely 5,6oo inhabitants. A few Yankee Americans had come
in, but most of the American settlers braving the trip vV est were going to
Oregon, which at this time was better known than California.
But the rancho era disappeared as quickly as it had come, as the SpanishMexicans were unable to maintain their initial advantage on the Pacific
frontier.
In I 846 California became an American possession. The year I 848 brought
I 4,ooo gold seekers to California. In the year I 849 over 8o,ooo gold seekers
came, and within another decade California had a population of more than
300,000.
By I 857 the rancheros found themselves faced with difficulties spelling
disaster: debts from overspending during the boom of the early fifties, problems in proving their land claims to federal courts involving legal expense
and years of delay, squatter troubles, a depression in cattle and land prices,
*Mrs. Josephine K. Harding, a member of the library staff of the Amador High
School, majored in History Sociology at the University of California.
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and finally, drought. By 18 57 the ranchos ·were being broken up, subdivided,
and offered for sale as farm acreage.
The legendary rancho paradise of the hospitable Californianos, a brief
interlude, vanished in the swift changes of the Gold Rush period.
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BUILDING A UNIVERSITY
THROUGH FOUR DECADES
Memoirs of HowARD G.

BrssELL,

Architect, A.I.A.*

INTRODUCTION

The following is a brief story of my experiences and undertakings as an
architect with the College and University of the Pacific during the past
forty years. As of 192 3 I had recently settled in Stockton on my return to
California from New York City. Here I renewed a former friendship with
President Tully C. Knoles of the College to whom, as well as to others,
I am indebted for architectural guidance in the ensuing years.
In the beginning there was only a vegetable patch in the area long the
south side of the Calaveras River where the University is now located.
That was in the early twenties when a campaign was being launched in
Stockton to raise money to attract the College of the Pacific from San J ose
to this city. As an inducement for the change, the J. C. Smith Company,
extensive land-owners in the area, gave about forty acres north of the existing city as a proposed campus. Then the several architects of this city who
were in practice at that time, joined in the preparation of some preliminary
*Howard Gower Bissell is the son of Arthur Dart and Ellen Gower Bissell. His
father's people were missionaries to India where his father was born. Howard's mother
was born in Hawaii. Howard's father married Ellen Gower in New Haven; then he
taught at Punaho College, Oahu, and the son Howard was born on the island of Maui,
Hawaii Islands.
When Howard was three y ears of age the Bissells removed to Claremont, California,
where Howard's father served for thirty-five years in Pomona College as Professor of
Modern Languages and other subjects.
Howard Bissell graduated from the Pomona College in 1908. He received the M.A.
degree in mathematics from the University of California, and after a year of study and
travel in Germany, taught mathematics at Kern County Union High School. He later
studied architecture at the University of California with Professor John Galen Howard
who had won the Hearst memorial competition for the master architectural plan for
the Berkeley campus of the State University. In 1915 Howard Bissell became a licensed
architect under the laws of the State of California and then entered upon practice of
his profession in Pasadena. Later he moved to New York.
Ivlr. Bissell was a member of the American Expeditionary Force to France. At the
close of the war he studied with the A. E. F. training center for artists and architects
in Paris.
On returning to California Mr. Bissell engaged in his profession in Sacramento.
It was here that he met Ruby Mellor, who had been born in Ambleside in the Lake
Country of England, and who later became his wife . In the early 'zo's Howard and
Ruby Bissell took up residence in Stockton. With the removal of College of the Pacific
from San Jose to Stockton in 1923, Mr. Bissell began his work as the University architect, a position in which he has continued to the present time.
Beginning in 1930 Mr. Bissell continued for a quarter of a century as Director of
Stockton City and San Joaquin County planning.
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drawings for the proposed buildings to be located on this campus. This was
done as a part of their share of contributions to the campaign fund.
PRELIMINARY ScHEME FOR THE CAMPus

Under the leadership of President Tully C. Knoles, Vice-President John
Burcham and others, the joint architects prepared some sketches for several
buildings including the Music Building and Auditorium; North Hall and
South Hall as dormitories; the Administration Building and Weber Hall as
classroom buildings; the president's home and a central heating plant. The
latter building was later transformed into a library, and still later into an
Engineering Building.
A campus general plan ·was also undertaken which divided the area into
blocks and streets of access and allocated various parts to the immediate
buildings mentioned. Taken into consideration were proposed future buildings, such as a library, more classroom buildings and dormitories, fraternity
and sorority buildings, and infirmary, and large areas for athletic practice
and the Baxter Football Stadium.
Meanwhile, in the preliminary and succeeding drawings it had been
decided by the college authorities and by the architects as a group to adhere
as closely as possible to the so-called Collegiate-Gothic style of architecture.
There was ample precedent for this decision in the nineteen-twenties. We
were patterning after the designs at that time of Yale, vVashington, Wellesley and many other educational institutions all over the country. Thus it
was that the architectural style of the Pacific Campus was more or less
formulated, and that later buildings, with few exceptions, have been designed
in the spirit of the earlier work With walls of brick, whether solid or
veneer, with generally steep roofs of slate, and with accents of architectural
terra cotta, the style was firmly established at that time and for the foreseeable future.
ORIGINAL BUILDINGS

Under the supervising chairmanship of the architectural firm of DavisHeller-Pearce (Jack Pearce having been the financial campaign chairman),
most of the other architects of the city were assigned various of the above
mentioned buildings for preparation of complete plans. Since I was at that
time associated with Frank Mayo, the two of us operating under the firm
name of Mayo, Cowell & Bissell, we were assigned the largest of the first
group, the Auditorium and Conservatory.
On this building we were allowed to use to the limit the CollegiateGothic details of architectural terra cotta in the main structure and the
tower. This was the building nearest the main entrance from Pacific A venue
and was to dominate the campus until over-shadowed by higher buildings
in the vicinity. Having recently come from theatre work with a firm which
specialized in that type of building, I was able to apply some of the experi-
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ence gained with that firm in developing the auditorium plans. I have always
appreciated the Gothic style, hence adapted myself rather readily to the
designs of that historical style for the College of the Pacific.
Concerned with, but partially distinct from the College work, was the
fact that the members of the faculty of Pacific had to move from San Jose
to Stockton to carry on their duties. Many of them bought plots in Pacific
Manor, a subdivision near the College which was developed by Mr. Bertels
and Mr. Parsons of the College staff. I was fortunate enough to be related
to members of the faculty, and was selected as the architect by several of
these people who were planning to build homes in Pacific Manor. This was
a very enjoyable addition to the work which was continuing on the College
Campus. Later the houses were occupied by the College people. Some of
the faculty had been temporarily holding the 192 3 Freshman classes in the
Stockton Record Building, pending the completion of the first of the buildings on the campus.
The original buildings as listed above were built during the years 1924
and r 92 5, with some fraternity and sorority units shortly thereafter. Within
a few years there followed the Gymnasium, Anderson Dining Hall, and
some adjoining structures during the late twenties. Then the YMCA development, a new Gymnasium and vVest Hall under the general planning and
supervision of Charles Gulick, the college engineering professor of Pacific
at that time. This was in spite of the years of country-wide depression during the early thirties which had considerable effect for some years upon
the growth of the College of the Pacific.
GENERAL WoRK-,As A TEACHER
During the last years of the twenties and until the depression I was asked
to conduct a few classes in architecture at the College. In connection ·w ith
this work I lectured in the History of Architecture and such other subjects
as seemed reasonably possible. However, I made no attempt to compete
with professional schools of architecture, such as the one located at Berkeley in the University of California. Eventually, fairly early in the thirtiesin the depth of the depression- even these limited architectural classes were
eliminated. At that time I entered some other activities in the teaching and
planning fields which proved valuable when I returned to architectural
work with the University.
THEATRE \iVoRK
Meanwhile, in the College there had been considerable accent, under the
leadership of DeMarcus Brown and others, on drama as produced on the
stage of the Auditorium. In this connection I was asked to prepare plans
for an outdoor, semi-Greek Theatre to be built with a half circle of raised
seats just west of the Auditorium. This was done and many plays and other
productions, commencements, etc., took place in this open-air theatre for a
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number of years. However, the weather was uncertain and gradually, over
recent years the use of this theatre has been discontinued largely on this
account.
Much later, and again due to DeMarcus Bro·wn's efforts, the Fallon
Theatre in Columbia was refurnished for use for summer plays. Eventually,
the student actors grew in numbers and it was then that I was called on to
assist in developing plans for a dormitory for their use. This led eventually
to the planning and erection by the Division of Beaches and Parks of Eagal
Cotage [a place of cots] as a living place for the actors and actresses near
the theatre. The dormitory and dining room were built on the site of a
hotel of a hundred years ago in line with the policies of the state in erecting
the newer buildings of Historical Columbia.
lVloRRrs CHAPEL
Toward the end of this decade of the thirties, funds were donated by Mr.
Percy Morris and others for the planning and erection of a College Chapel,
later to be known as Morris Chapel. Selected as the architect by the longtime business manager and controller, Mr. 0. H. Ritter, I was assisted in
the development of the plan by Mr. Reginald Inwood, a church artist of
Carmel employed for that purpose. However, as architect, the responsibility was mine for the details of the plan and design of the Chapel, both
exterior and interior.
It is of interest to note that there ·were only three major indications given
to the architect by the College as to the planning of this chapel. Firstly, the
capacity must be about 300, including those in the choir balcony; secondly,
the design must be in harmony with that of the campus, with a religious
Gothic feeling, and a spire; thirdly, preparation must be made for an opentrussed interior ceiling and for the large stained glass windows in the east
and west walls. These were formerly in Temple Methodist Church in San
Francisco. Otherwise, the architect was left free to design in the best traditions of a style which harmonized with the campus and emphasized the
spiritual purpose of the building. Credit should be given in this job to the
general contractor, Shepherd & Green, and to all the sub-contractors for
their energy and assistance in the eminently satisfactory completion of
Morris Chapel.
It should be noted that in the original building as constructed in 1939-40
the large, arched clerestory ·windows to the north and south along the nave
were glazed with diamond-shaped panes of buff-colored glass. Sometime
later, as gifts were made honoring friends of the College, this glazing was
replaced with beautiful stained glass, installed by the same firm, Cummings
of San Francisco, that had installed the chancel and rose windows.
Organwise, we are reminded that the Kress organ finally donated to the
Chapel was at least twice the size of the smaller one for which space had
THE
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been planned originally. It proved necessary to expand this space at the
expense of much needed classroom and work shop space for the professors
in the religious education department. This adaptation was not foreseen
until the building was almost finished. Credit is due to Mr. Inwood for the
beautiful nave and chancel furniture, as well as the organ screen, all of
which were designed by an outside cabinet shop under Mr. Inwood's
direction.
As a later project I was asked to enlarge the Morris Chapel to the north
of the Chancel by the addition of what was called Sears Hall. This became
a rather difficult task, but turned out rather successfully.
THE END ZoNE STADIUM

Shortly before the war years there was constructed the Student Commons
in an area near the tennis courts and gymnasium. In this building are housed
various Student Body Officials, as well as semi-commercial activities such as
a lunch counter, barber shop and store for campus purposes. The plans for
the building were prepared by Wurster, Bernardi & Emmons of San Francisco in a style somewhat at variance with the general prevailing motif of
the campus. The writer has now been requested to make studies for the
enlargement of this building between its present location and South Hall,
or in other locations now considered better north of the Anderson Dining
Hall.
During the years of World War II, building conditions restricted the
amount of construction by the College. However, there \vas some congestion of facilities around the campus and additional space was urgently
required. To meet these needs certain temporary classrooms and some
quonset-like structures were built up or moved into areas west of North
Hall and north of the gymnasium. Some of these are still being used for
various purposes such as offices or classrooms. A couple of two-story longer
buildings moved in near the gymnasium have been veneered with brick
since the war. Otherwise, except for service activities, there was not much
active building during and immediately succeeding the war.
About fifteen years ago after a financial drive for advance sale of season
tickets for football, the new Memorial Stadium was erected at the west end
of the campus, with the plans having been prepared by Felix Wallace,
professor of engineering. Then later, in response to suggestions of patrons,
additional ramps were provided and new entrances cut through the south
walls as designed by Ellis E. Eckland and William J. Fleming, civil engineers, with whom the writer was associated. When completed this change
facilitated easier access to and exit from the interior seating. More work is
planned at a later date to provide a cross-walk in the interior about half way
up from playing field to the top of the stadium bank, together with other
minor changes.
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THE LIBRARY-FORMER-PRESENT-PROPOSED
The earlier history of the Library and its housing is interesting. It first
occupied a part of the second floor of Weber Hall, several unused classrooms having been turned over for storage of books, for reading and study
and other library uses. V\lhen this became too congested, the authorities felt
it was possible to revamp the existing central boiler house. This was a large
brick building no longer needed for that purpose, but adaptable into a more
or less temporary library.
In response to this desire and possibility, the boiler was removed, as all
buildings by this time were equipped with their own heating facilities. We
developed a readng room in a new mezzanine floor, put stacks and aisles in
the lower floor, enlarged the south end with new entrance facilities, and
added more office areas. This remodeling proved very satisfactory for a
number of years pending later developments, as now set forth.
It vvas finally decided, with the aid of Mr. Irving Martin and others, to
build a new library in the space formerly occupied by the small store west
of the Auditorium and Open-Air Theatre. The store has since that time
been replaced by the Commons in another location, and the Open-Air
Theatre, while still in the place as built in the thirties, is no longer used for
that purpose. Selected as the architect for the new Library was Clarence
Mayhew of San Francisco. He attempted to combine certain practical
aspects of fenestration and modular library planning with some exterior
details to partially harmonize with the typical general architectural style
of the campus.
Sufficient space was provided on the site for new wings to furnish needed
additional modular units. In this manner the original building may eventually be almost surrounded by newer and higher units. As of the present date
preliminary sketches are being prepared by the writer with that end in
view and will be presented to several interested parties. In fact, in the early
fall of 1964 funds became available for the Library and drawings are being
prepared by the writer for revised plans and additions to the building. It is
now expected that r 96 5 will witness the construction of these additions.
DoRJVIITORIES- To CovELL HALL
About the middle of the 1950 decade, the first of the newer dormitories
-vvas erected, called North and South Central Halls and built between South
and \iV est Hall and joining both of them. This building to house some 7 5
was financed by private funds, being ineligible for Housing & Home
Finance Agency funds because of its status as an addition and not an entirely
new building.
Shortly after this came the first of several enlargements made to some of
the fraternity and sorority buildings on the campus. This move was culminated in the expansion of the Alpha Chi Omega with dormitory additions
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and later with dining room and kitchen facilities. The list of these smaller
buildings on University-owned parcels on the eastside of Pacific Avenue
was climaxed by the McConchie Hall, a girl's dormitory of some 45 bed
capacity built under the Housing & Home Finance Agency financing available for new dormitories.
But the later fifties witnessed also the first of several domitory facilities
of a larger size and built to comply with the financial regulations of the
Housing & Home Finance Agency under the amended Federal Housing
Act applying to dormitory housing. This development was a million-and-ahalf project to house 400 girls, with the writer and Clowdsley & \iVhipple
as joint architects.
It was decided, on account of site limitations, to plan this as one building
with outer wings and a center unit of a dining room and a large adjoining
kitchen. On account of this arrangement and resultant area it has frequently
been referred to as the "Pacific Hilton." However, we make no apology
for the plan and the architectural appearance which harmonizes with the
campus buildings in general style without the use of terra cotta. Some suggestions were made that there be four stories. Vl e adhered to three stories
maximum with a small basement, for reasons of various stricter building
code regulations applicable to four or more stories but not applicable to
three stories or less. Originally referred to as the New Women's Residence
Hall, the name of this building has since been changed to the Grace A .
Covell Hall, named in honor of the principal donor.
DoRMITORIES- THE CLUSTER CoLLEGEs

During the construction of this first large dormitory, study was being
given to the development of the former Baxter Stadium area for more
dormitory housing to be used eventually for the students of three cluster
colleges. It was envisioned that these individual colleges would function
both under partially separate administrations, but jointly under the guidance of one university. For the purposes of study the writer spent a good
part of one year in analyzing this Baxter Stadium area as to its plan and
capacity for student living. It was finally agreed that the Baxter area was
sufficiently large for three separate colleges with a student body of about
two hundred and fifty each. This \Vas after a final decision had been made
by the authorities to devote Baxter area to buildings for dormitories instead
of for athletic purposes as heretofore.
Numerous studies and recommendations were made by President Robert
E. Burns and many others as to the feasibility of adopting a modified Oxford
scheme of organization, with a number of colleges, each more or less
separate, grouped under a larger university. With this in mind a couple of
years ago the College of the Pacific (that name is still retained as a corporate name), became in a larger sense the University of the Pacific.
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RAYMOND CoLLEGE
Meanwhile I was asked to organize a joint venture group of architects to
prepare plans for buildings to occupy about two-fifths of the area of Baxter
Stadium. The group became known as Associated Pacific Architects consisting of Bissell & Eckland, Clowdsley & Whipple and Johnson & Mortensen-five architects and an engineer, with the writer as chairman. Of
these men three were privileged to carry the work through, while two
died and one (the engineer) left for various reasons. Ultimately preliminary plans, working drawings and specifications were completed for building
to house 400 students, with accessory dining and kitchen facilities, and large
rooms for social activities. The whole project was known temporarily as
the Coed Residence Halls until the name of Raymond College was attached
to a part of the project, thus becoming the first of the cluster colleges
under the modified Oxford plan.
However, it was recognized that of these first facilities about two-thirds
of the building space was for Raymond College with 2 50 students and
accompanying facilities, and the balance for the next, Covell College, to
have also 2 50 students but to be finished later. Of the buildings for Covell
College two dormitories to house I 50 plus a dining room and lounge were
included in the Coed Project. The additional dormitory for roo students
and a social hall are almost completed as of October 1 5, I 96 3.
Since the above statement this project was completed. Subsequently, as
of the early fall of I 964, the writer with the collaboration of Mortensen &
Hollstien is now completing (the domitories, etc.) another cluster college,
still unnamed to the north of Elbert Covell College. This, plus a large parking lot, will fully occupy the former stadium area with domitories, dining
rooms, social hall and kitchens.
ELBERT CovELL CoLLEGE-ETc.
During the construction of this project, and for the purpose of gathering information for its design, I was privileged to represent the architects
on a journey to Cambridge and Oxford in England during the fall of I96r.
On this trip I accompanied three University officials, President Burns, VicePresident Meyer and Public Relations Director Crigler; and also Dr. Martin
who was to become the Provost of Raymond College. Our group spent some
weeks in very thorough study of the organization and architecture of these
two great universities of England, with the results of some value.
When the latter project was completed in the early fall of I962, the
writer and Mortensen & Hollstien were requested to prepare plans for another men's dormitory and an accompanying social hall and administration
building, which would mark the completion of the group of buildings to
be known as Elbert Covell College. As of the present date construction of
this project is progressing rapidly and will be completed in the fall of I963.
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Meanwhile a model of all buildings in the former Baxter Stadium area
including both those existing, in process and future has been made as a
guide.
It may be noted that under the Housing & Home Finance Agency regulations and financing, so far the law does not permit the construction of
classroom buildings under the Housing Law as it exists. Thus the cluster
colleges include in their construction only living, eating and social facilities,
without any teaching facilities. There have been proposals for a number of
years to permit teaching space, but nothing has passed Congress as yet.
It is as of May 1963, that Mortensen & Hollstien and myself have been
requested to prepare preliminary plans for a classroom building for the
three cluster colleges in this area. It is suggested that this facility be located
in the general vicinity of these colleges, two of which have already been
generally built. There is also some discussion of a Pharmacy Building across
the Calaveras River where the University has acquired property for future
developments.
The housing laws have now, 1964, been amended to the extent that
under certain conditions classroom buildings may now be partially financed
by HHF A under loans, etc. Under this program and others the same architects mentioned above have made preliminary plans for an Academic Facilities Building, and for a Pharmacy group.
PROPOSED PROJECTS

For some years during which much of the dormitory work was being
done under the financial auspices of the Housing & Home Finance Agency,
there had been repeated suggestions by President Burns and others with
regard to three projects (aside from others) on which the writer was asked
to pursue work during spare time, if such a thing were available.
One project concerns the preparation of master plans for this campus and
the properties being gradually acquired on the north side of the Calaveras
River. In response to this request a number of plans and models have been
prepared from time to time for major parts of the campus.

A TowER-PRELIMINARY
By the way of a brief history some five or six years ago President Burns
asked the writer for a sketch of a Gothic Tower. Glen H. Mortensen was
associated with me in this work. This went on for two or three years and
my office has several preliminary drawings of this project which seemed
very problematic as to cost and rather difficult to build when no financial
sponsors had yet been obtained. Furthermore such sketches were easy to
talk about but rather difficult to develop on paper.
The first real break came when Mr. Robert R. Winterberg submitted
the idea of including a fairly large tank for water storage in the tower plans,
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thus saving a monthly expenditure for water from the California Water
Service Company. This idea was studied by the writer from a financial and
architectural standpoint and favorable reports were prepared. Meanwhile
Mr. Charles H. Sorters of Fresno, a water consultant, made investigations of
the proposed project from a water development and storage point of view.
All such reports were apparently encouraging to the President, except that
the total cost factor was higher than expected. It was stated from the beginning that there were few precedents available for cost estimating purposes.
However, there were attempts made by experts in this field who made estimates, but reported that higher figures would possibly be expected.
It was recognized that the needs of the University for more water could
be met by the construction of the above water tower at far less cost if
entirely exposed, but this would not harmonize with the rest of the campus.
After some revision of original drawings, the combining of the water tower
into an architectural monument was accepted by the Board of Regents.
THE RoBERT E. BuRNS TowER
Eventually we were given the go ahead signal for the preparation of plans
and specifications. Many months were spent by the architects and engineers
in studying calculations, drawing plans and making models to portray the
tower in its relation to the campus. It was finally decided for many reasons
beyond the scope of this paper, to build of reinforced concrete, pour the
concrete into forms erected from floor to floor instead of by tilt-up methods, and to omit brick facing except in a platform around the tower.
Quoted costs kept increasing, but changes were made in the exterior such
that eventually the contract was let to N omellini Construction Company
at an acceptable price, financed by gifts and loans.
The tower is 30 feet square on the inside, its walls average 8 inches in
thickness and there are columns along the four exterior sides, with extra
buttresses at the four corners. The buttresses are slightly recessed as they
rise higher in order to achieve the Gothic effect. The successive floor levels
each totalling 30 feet by 30 feet net, are used for various purposes as the
space necessary for stairway, elevator, lobby and lavatory leaves room.
DESCRIPTION OF THE TOWER
The first floor contains the main lobby, stairway, entrance, console for
the carillon, and the elevator space. The next four floors all exactly the
same as to stairway, elevator and access between, are planned for the alumni
and various branches of the administrative and developmental people, with
ample space for Mr. JesseR. Rudkin and his staff. On the sixth, seventh and
eighth floors, the Vice-President for Financial Affairs, the Board of Regent
and the President will have their respective offices. The ninth floor, a
walkup from the elevator which stops at the eighth floor level, will house
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the radio equipment with the receiving and transmitting mast above on the
roof. Part of the eighth floor will be used for observation purposes. A basement will include a vault for storage of records, files and the electronic
material for an automatic telephone system.
The vital floor, the tenth, contains the I 5o,ooo-gallon water tank, 2 6 feet
in diameter by about 40 feet in height. The bottom of the tank is a little
over I oo feet above grade. In the outside walls are found the large arched
colored glass windows which conceal the tank and whose shape determines
the essential Gothic character of the tower. Above the tank is the roof,
parapet and corner spires which rise to a height of I78 feet. The radio mast
extends from the roof up to a height of 90 feet above the roof ·which is I 5 I
feet in the air from the ground level. The main structure is considerably
higher than either of the other high buildings in the vicinity, the Chapel and
the Auditorium, and its total height including the mast not only dominates
the campus but will exceed the height of any other structure in the entire
City of Stockton.
CoMPLETION oF THE TowER
Full credit is due to President Burns, Vice-President vVinterberg and Ted
Baun, Chairman of the Board of Regents, as well as to many others associated with them, with the developing of the plans and carrying on of the
construction of the tower. Associated with the architects in various parts
of the planning and construction are Arthur Sauer & Associates represented
by Charles H. Grimes, Robert M. Snyder & Associates, Earl E. Storrs,
Donald A. Crump and others; the Nomellini Construction Company represented by !Gar A. vVennerholm, Vice-President, and Phil Johnson, the foreman of construction, who have carried on an excellent job.
Thus the Robert E . Burns Tower is unique among towers, campaniles
or other similar structures on university and collegiate campuses in this
country. The term unique is employed because most towers are built for
architectural effect with no practical use except for bells, clocks, observation or dominating views over the campus. By contrast the Burns Tower
is being constructed for the fundamental and practical purpose of housing
a I 5o,ooo-gallon tank a hundred feet up, into which water may be pumped
for storage, and from which it will be discharged by gravity for domestic
and fire purposes around the campus. But it is also designed as an architectural masterpiece, and for its use for offices and other purposes.
Now, as the middle of I964, the Tower, after two years of construction,
has been completed. It is occupied and has become a familiar, dominating
part of the campus.
THE FUTURE-CONCLUSION
This year of mid I963 is the 4oth year since the writer began his professional work as an architect with the College, and then the University of
the Pacific. There are plans for the future, both in connection with ventures
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partially complete and on new properties already acquired or in process.
How many of these projects the writer will help develop is of course problematical. But as far as this account is concerned relating to some of the
writer's activities for the past 40 years, either as an individual or in association with others, the account of the tower and its expected completion
within the next few months makes a good stopping place. The writer considers this tower something of a crowning achievement for his work with
the University of the Pacific.
As a climax of this 4oth year, I have been watching with great interest
(although not connected with it professionally) the transformation of the
east and southeasterly front of the campus along Pacific Avenue from
Stadium Drive north. The former entrance gates considered to be in the
best place originally, have been moved to a new location for the pedestrian
entrance and the view of the Burns Tower, while the automobile passage
from Pacific A venue is moved to directly across from Knoles Way with
a signal light to protect the traffic.
Almost 40 years ago there was the Auditorium and Conservatory, the
dominating element of the campus then. Some 20 years later came the
Morris Chapel, the spiritual focal point of the campus. And now along the
Pacific Avenue frontage comes the Robert E. Burns Tower, halfway
between the other two, over twice as high as either and dominating the
entire City of Stockton.
The writer feels very proud to have been privileged to be connected as
an architect with all three of these structures during the past four decades
of the life of the institution. And also I feel very thankful to Dr. Tully
Knoles with whom I had very pleasant relations, to President Robert E.
Burns who carried on those relations, and to many others associated with
them for permitting me to carry on this task with Pacific. This includes
a special appreciation of the work with Mr. 0. H. Ritter and his successor,
Mr. Robert R. Winterberg, who conducted the business of building on the
Pacific Campus and worked closely with the architects over a period of
many years.

THE 34TH LYNNEWOOD CONFERENCE
IiVlPRESSIONS
By

RICHARD

K.

PEARSON'''

That the Christian community is in great turmoil is a fact which most people
do not realize. Some of the signs of this turmoil are seen in results of recent
polls, the controversy in the Vatican Council, recent books such as the very
popular, but controversial, Honest to God by Anglican Bishop John Robinson, and attitudes of uncertainty and skepticism from clergy and laity. There
is a new mutation of Christian who is bored with cliches. The liturgy,
creeds, moral codes, the religious language, etcetera, which is the "currency"
of religion for many within the church, if not for most, is no longer meaningful. For a few (especially the elderly) the old language is still relevant, but it
seems likely that these few will soon find themselves holding the worthless
"currency." This is the "Currency Crisis in Christianity" suggested in an
address by Mr. Glenn Price at one of the Spring sessions of the Lynnevvood
Conferences.
In recent polls taken by the Church of England, so% of the members
polled said they did not believe in life after death. Also interesting was that
20% of agnostics and atheists prayed, but identified God as "x" (unknown).
It is apparent from this that the institution which assumes that the problems
of ultimate meaning are solved, has not satisfactorily answered the question
for those either inside or outside of the church. The diversity of belief within
the Christian Church is further evidence that the search for the mystery of
life is not concluded.
The options of this "Currency Crisis" are to continue in the old patterns
(and this may not be an option), or find a new currency.
Some of the things which are being challenged include the concept of God,
the "traditional" Christian morality, the exclusive validity of faith, the doctrine of the atonement, prayer and miracle, a three-decker universe, and
many other concepts basic to the traditional supernaturalistic way of
thinking.
The concept of God which is being challenged is that of the traditional
or supernaturalist way of thinking in which God is a super being "up there"
or "out there," who, having created the universe, takes a generally benevolent
interest in it and occasionally intervenes in its functioning. It may be that we
are being called to live without the projections of a super-being and a tripledecker universe (heaven-earth-hell), and those who insist on this concept
will be reduced to a few "flat-earthers." Perhaps the idea expressed by Paul
Tillich of God as the "Ground of all being," without which we could not
exist, might better serve to express the concept of God. To open our lives to
*Dr. Richard K. Pearson is a chemist at the Lawrence Radiation Laboratory in
Livermore. He is also an Elder in the Pleasanton Community Church.
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depths of relationships of love and concern for others is to experience God.
Christianity is on trial in the area of ethics. The old "traditional morality"
of the supernaturalist way of thinking (in which right and wrong are derived
from the commandments which God gives, the laws which He lays down) is
being challenged by what the Church calls secularism. Christianity is unquestionably identified with this traditional morality, and the more the church
makes use of God and Christ in opposition to the movement away from this
tradition, the more the trend considers itself anti-Christian. This would not
matter if this morality were Christian. However, the moral precepts of Jesus
are not intended to be understood legalistically - laying down what love
always demands of everyone; they are illustrations of what love may require
of a specific person or group in a particular context or situation. Thus the
Christian ethic is what love would do in the context of the situation (contextual ethics), rather than an absolute ethic. Christian ethics is simply responding to love.
That Christianity has been dividing man is a fact all too clear to man. The
exclusive claims of different faiths have made men not only intolerant, but
have led to violence, and even to "holy" wars. Christianity has had one of the
most pugnacious, intolerant, and violent histories of all the religions of man.
This "exclusive validity of faith" is being challenged from both laity and
clergy.
Many of the most cherished doctrines of Christianity - Jesus as God in
human form, the doctrine of the atonement, the virgin birth, the trinity, even
the resurrection- are being questioned.
Can Christianity survive and meet the challenges it is facing today, or will
it shrivel, leaving only a "remnant" of the super-naturalist school? Will the
church to save itself go so far as to break its institutional shackles by ridding
itself of church buildings, church property, and of the ministry as a separate
class as suggested by Dietrich Bonhoffer? To the conservative traditionalist
such a course would seem to spell the end of faith. However, Bishop Robinson suggests that it might be good for the church to die so that it might be
resurrected in forms meaningful to man as he exists today. Is not the Gospel
(whatever the varied meaning this term may have) for all men, rather than
for a few?
It was with a note of optimism that the discussion with Mr. Price at Lynnewood concluded. Whereas a few years ago, Christians would not have dared
to question the validity of basic doctrines, the murmur of the need for
honesty in regard to meaning for man's existence has become a roar. Indications of change are abundantly apparent in all Christian churches. Social
and political relationships between men involving social justice have become
the deep concern of ministers and laymen alike. The church seems to be full
of revolutionaries who are demanding meaningful answers to all questions of
faith and life's meaning.

THE 35TH LYNNEWOOD CONFERENCE
IMPRESSIONS
By H. H. KLEPFER*
The address at the 35th Lynnewood Conference entitled "Do \iVe vVant a
Blueprint for Tomorrow?" was given by Mr. Earl R. Strathman, Alameda
County Administrator. Mr. Strathman's answer to his title question was
drawn from 28 years' experience in City and County administrative work.
The speaker left little doubt that a technically sound blueprint for urban
society could be drawn today. Progress in engineering, in management research, and even in the much maligned social sciences assures the feasibility
of clear plans for efficient execution of the 900 different functions now performed by County government. Mr. Strathman pointed out that a number
of very sound changes in County government were in fact made by a taxpayers group in Alameda County as early as 1912. The changes were never
carried out.
Nor is there any doubt that the drawing of an efficient blueprint for
tomorrow would today be left, by an apathetic populace, to the technicians
to be done as another of the services which our affluent society buys without
any personal involvement. The implementation of the blueprint would, however, disintegrate into a political morass without orderly transition to fact
while immediate human problems went unsolved. Mr. Strathman has no heart
for this sterile process of blueprinting by a government abandoned by its
people to be unresponsive, dehumanized, and adrift from the deep religious
origins of our democracy.
He would rather join broader citizen participation with emphasis on solving immediate local problems as a transition to the future. He outlined the
problems of environmental pollution, agricultural land tax reform, welfare,
motivation of unskilled labor, intercommunity jurisdictional friction, and
intracommunity communication as examples of problems requiring immediate individual concern, participation, and involvement at the local level. Only
if this challenge is met, Strathman feels, will local government derive its
power from the aspirations of the people rather than from its own monolithic
structure.
Mr. Strathman is convinced that the preservation of home rule and local
government requires a citizen-generated redefinition of the term "local" with
emphasis on a sensitivity to human needs rather than on anachronistic geographic boundaries. Without seeming to realize it, he touches here the nerve
of the liberal-conservative impasse of the decade.
"Dr. Harold H. Klepfer is the Manager of Metallurgical Research, Vallecitos
Atomic Laboratory. Dr. Klepfer is also President of the Board of Trustees, Amador
Union High School District.
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Perhaps the broad citizens effort for which Mr. Strathman pleads will in
fact be required to head off the polarization of political extremes now threatening our society.

BOOK REVIEWS
MEN AGAINST THE MouNTAINS
In Men Against the Mountains, authored by Alson J. Smith, and published
by John Day Company of New York, we have in a single, readable account a
very satisfactory coverage of the West's greatest explorer, Jedediah Strong
Smith.
This book is more a careful compilation of the best accounts of Smith's
achievements than a presentation of startling and hitherto unknown events.
In a few minor respects, there are still blurred periods in the records, but they
are caused, not through inaccuracies in the reporting, but from the fact that
no one has yet scrutinized those particular days with the historian's meticulous appraisal.
Men Against the Mountains should prove a valuable aid to the general
reading public.
IN THE SHADow oF THE MouNTAIN
A Short History of Shasta County, California
I have a feeling that a book of this kind, painstakingly researched, carefully written, submitted to local authorities for correction, and then typed,
duplicated, and bound locally, merits more than ordinary attention and
commendation.
One gleans from the very modest dedication and foreword that the at1thor,
Edward Peterson, is a teacher in the Anderson Union High School who was
inspired both at home and in school by his everyday surroundings.
The book contains r 62 pages of reading matter, more than a score of fine,
large photos, and about the same amount of bibliographical material. It is
interspersed ·w ith quotations from the local press which give it the "feel" of
the times. An advertisement illustrates:
The subscriber begs leave to inform the citizens of Shasta County that he has for the
last thirty-one years continued to perform surgical operations on old boots and shoes
by adding feet, making good the legs, binding the broken, healing the wounded, mending the constitution and supporting the body with a new sole. His fine Calf boots will
be found as elastic as a California politician's conscience and admirably suited to those
who tread in the paths of rectitude. Their durability is equal to truth itself and they fit
the foot as finely as innocence does the face of childhood.

How TREES HELP YouR HEALTH
This is a delightful booklet of about 6o pages by Muriel W. Sweet. We
understand that to date only two copies have been issued. It seems that one
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of the exquisitely-done pen drawings was printed upside down. It is hardly
noticeable.
I know how the author feels. It reminds me of the time when Herbert E.
Bolton inscribed one of his books to me by writing "Robert" instead of my
name. He simply laughed it off and said, "That ought to make your book
much more valuable. There are a lot of folks who vvould like to catch Bolton
in a mistake."
The text is delightful and scholarly and the illustrations by Jane Judd are
superb. If you would like to help in getting this little book afloat, write the
author at Star Route, Oakhurst, California.
R.R.S.
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Raymond College -August 30, I965
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Covell College - September I 5, I 96 5
University of the Pacific
October 2, 1965
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Atherton Island, Stockton
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University of the Pacific
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